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In  this  bulletin  a  survey  is  made  of  the 
events  outlined  in  the  Social  Studies  3  -  Supplement, 
following  Part  III,   on  pages  7  -  H  of  Classroom 
Bulletin  in  Social  Studies,  No.  2h  . 


This  Issue  of  the  Classroom  Bulletins  on  Social  Studies  has 

■been  prepared  specially  for  teachers  of  Social  Studies  3  and  their 
classes.  Copies  of  this  bulletin  may  be  obtained  from  the  General 
Office,  Departraen+  of  Education,  Edmonton,  at  10  cents  per  copy- 


SOCIAL  STUDIES    3    -   SUPPLEMENT 
FOLLOWING  PART   III    (see   page  1 ,   Bulletin  No.    2h) 


Preface 

Perhaps  an  apology  and  a  -word  of  warning  are  in  order  as  this 
Bulletin,  the  third  in  succession  addressed  to  teachers  of  Social 
Studies  3^  goes  to  the  press.   This  unequal  distribution  of  the 
services  of  the  Classroom  Bulletin  on  Social  Studies  should  be  ex- 
plained.  Teachers  who  have  used  the  Bulletins  over  the  past  seven 
years  know  that  i+.  is  our  policy  to  provide,  as  supplementary 
reading  for  the  senior  high- school  courses  in  Social  Studies,  well- 
organized  information  which  otherwise  might  be  inaccessable  for 
teachers  and  pupils  of  schools  with  limited  library  resources. 
Sometimes  one  issue  of  the  Bulletin  is  devoted  to  a  specific  area 
of  a  course;   sometimes  an  issue  deals  with  topics  of  general  con- 
cern in  all  three  courses.   This  year  the  adjustments  which  have 
been  made  in  the  Social  Studies  3  course  compel  us  to  concentrate 
on  this  course  alone.   The  bulletins  would  be  defeating  their 
purpose  if  they  became  the  text  for  any  unit  or  section  of  a 
Social  Studies  course.   They  are  designed  to  stimulate  reading, 
research  and  discussion,  to  supplement  the  textbooks  and  references, 
to  direct  attention  to  trends  and  events  of  special  interest,  and 
to  supply  a  modicum  of  organized  information  on  topics  in  the  out- 
lines of  the  courses  outside  the  scope  of  the  textbook  and  refer- 
ences. 


Following  the  headings  of  the  Supplement,  Historical  Devel- 
opments, I9U5-IQ50.,  this  bulletin  furnishes  either  specific 
references  to  the  textbooks  and  references  or  study  material  for 
each  section  or  subsection  in  the  Supplement  ou.tline. 
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A.   ESTABLISHING  A  PEEMANENT  INTEENATIONAL  ORGANIZATION  TO  MINTAIN  PEACE 

Eeferences  for  Sections  I  and  2:  - 

Contemporary  Problems^  Chapters  XIX  and  XX 

Nev  Outline  History  of  the  World  Since  191^,  Pages  353-361 

Classroom  Bulletins  on  Social  Studies  Numbers  10^  19  (only  if  these 

issues  are  In  the  school)  and  23° 

For  vider  reading  consult;  - 
Everyman's  United  Nations 

H.OV  People  Work  Together.   United  Nations  Specialized  Agencies 
Handbook  of  the  imo 
Un  1 1 ed  Nat;. or. 3  Primer 

Ca-.ada  and  the  United  Nations  19^9  (King's  Printer,  Ottawa,  price  50  cents). 

2 .  ( f )  Canada's  contribution  and  leadership.   VJhat  Canada  and  Canadians  can 
do  to  make  the  United  Nations  successfulo 

In  19^9  oue   hundred  copies  of  Canada  and  U^j-^ed  Nations,  issued  by  the 
Department  of  External  Affairs,  were  sent  out  to  a  limited  number  of  high. 
schools.  This  year  a  similar  number  was  distributed.   Schools  receiving  a  copy 
of  this  book  will  have  ample  research  material  for  subsection  2(f).   The  brief 
survey  which  follows  will  assist  those  who  have  not  received  the  abovementioned 
booklet. 

At  the  San  Francisco  Conference  where  the  charter  of  the  United  Nations 
was  drawn  up,  Mr,,  MacKenzie  King,  representing- the  Canadian  people,  said:   "The 
opportuni-*:y  is  given  to  this  Conference  to  forge  and  fashion  from  those  fires 
of  war  an  Instrument  for  world  security.   In  the  execution  of  this  great  task, 
there  should  be  no  avoidable  delay/  It  is  ours  today  to  give  to  grief-stricken 
humanity  a  hope  of  which  it  is  in  greater  need  today  than  it  has  ever  been  before. 
It  is  ours  to  help  to  bring  into  being  a  world  community  in  which  social  security 
and  human  welfare  will  become  a  part  of  the  inheritance  of  mankind".   From  the 
signing  of  the  United  Nations  Charter  by  Mr.  Mackenzie  King  and  Mr.  St.  Laurent 
in  19^5  until  the  present,  Canadian  representatives  have  played  an  active  role 
on  many  of  the  United  Nations  committees, 

Canadian  representatives  were  on  the  Preparatory  Committee  which  worked 
out  the  details  of  the  present  machinery  of  the  United  Nations,   Canada  was  elec- 
ted to  the  Economic  and  Social  Council,  and  was  represented  on  six  of  the  seven 
main  commit+ees  of  this  council.   On  the  Political  and  Security  Committee  Canada 
had  several  of  her  most  able  men,  who  made  important  contributions  to  the  discus- 
sion of  t.he  problems  of  atomic  energy,,   Ge^\eral  McNaughton,  as  Canada's  delegate 
■*  o  the  Atomic  Energy  Commission,  played  a  leading  role  in  framing  the  policy  of  the 
VJestern  Democracies  on  the  control  of  atomic  energy,   Canadian  research  work  at 
Chalk  River  and  cur  large  resources  of  uranium  give  promi'-ience  to  Canada's  contribu- 
tions in  this  field,   (A  detailed  statement  on  the  control  of  atomic  energy  by 
General  McNaugton  is  to  be  found  in  Classroom  Bulletin  on  Social  Studies  No.  19), 

Canadian  representatives  on  the  Economic  a^id  Financial  Committee  gave 
full  support  to  the  extension  of  the  work  of  UNRRA,   In  fact,  Canada  was  the  third 
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largest  contributor  to  the  United  Nations  International  Children's  Emergency  Fund 
(UNICEF)  vhich  has  sent  large  supplies  of  food  and  clothing  to  children  in  many- 
parts  of  the  vorld,  who  have  been  rendered  homeless  by  recent  wars  or  other  dis- 
asters.  Two  good  examples  are  the  assistance  to  Palestine  refugees  during  the 
war  in  Palestine  ( 19^8-19^9)  and  to  the  victims  of  the  earthquake  in  Ecuador  in 
19^9' 

Canada  has  been  a  strong  supporter  of  the  International  Eefugee  Organiza- 
tion (IRO),  the  UN  agency  set  up  to  deal  with  the  problems  of  refugees  and  dis- 
placed, persons.   Not  only  has  Canada  donated  large  sums  of  money  for  this  work 
but  our  country  has  received  many  thousands  of  displaced  persons,  and  has  assis- 
ted them  in  setting  up  new  homes  here. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  in  19^7,  Hon,  Paul  Martin,  speaking  for 
Canada  on  the  subject  of  world  food  shortages,  pledged  his  country  to  do  all  in 
its  power  to  relieve  the  distress  in  Europe  by  extending  credit  to  countries 
unable  to  pay  for  Canadian  wheat,  by  speeding  up  transportation  and  delivery 
and  by  increasing,  if  possible,  wheat  exports.   It  was  stated  that  Canada  had, 
since  19^^^  exported  a  million  bushels  of  wheat  each  working  day  of  the  year. 

Both  in  the  setting  up  of  the  United  Nations  Educational,  Scientific 
and  Cultural  Organization  (UNESCO)  and  in  the  committee  work  at  the  Paris  Con- 
ference in  19^6,  Canadian  representatives,  amongst  whom  were  Dr.  R.C.  Wallace 
and  Dr.  E.G.  McNally,  have  made  significant  contributions. 

For  the  first  time  since  it  was  set  up  under  the  League  of  Nations 
Canada  is  represented  in  the  International  Court  of  Justice.   Judge  John  E.  Bead 
holds  this  appointment. 

Canada  assumed  ar.  important;  position  among  the  nations  when  elected 
to  a  seat  on  the  Security  Council  of  the' United  Nations  in  September  19^^'-  The 
Security  Council,  composed  of  representatives  of  the  Five  Big  Powers  (Great 
Britain,  United  States,  Soviet  Union,  France  and  China)  and  six  non-permanent 
members  elected  for  a  two-year  term,  is  the  most  powerful  international  organ- 
ization.  Membership  on  the  Security  Council  not  only  gave  Canada  the  opportunity 
to  express  her  own  views  on  world  affairs  but  also  made  her  a  representative  of 
the  ^9  countries  of  the  UN  not  on  the  Council.   Mr.  L.  B.  Pearson,  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  External  Affairs,  now  Minister  of  External  Affairs,  was 
Canada's  representative  on  the  Security  Council.   Although  no  one  doubted  the 
ability  of  Canada's  representatives  to  acquit  themselves  honorably  in  the  Security 
Council,  nevertheless  those  who  had  followed  the  very  short  career  of  Canada  in 
the  world  of  international  affairs  regarded  this  appointment  as  a  formidable 
challenge  to  the  government  and  the  people  of  Canada.   Observers  pointed  out  that 
Canadian  delegates  to  the  UN  must  have  the  backing  of  the  people  they  represent - 
One  commentator  wrote:   "What  is  needed  here  is  a  twofold  awakening:  members  of 
Parliament  must  arouse  public  interest  in  foreign  affairs  and  the  people  of  Canada 
must  in  ^urn  demand  of  Parliament  informed  an.d  careful  guidance  of  their  thinking,' 

In  general,  it  may  be  said  that  Canada's  participation  in  the  work  of  the 
United  Nations  so  far  has  been  through  quiet  discussion  in  committees  by  capable, 
well-informed  men  whose  sincerity,  sound  judgment  and  advice  have  won  the  approval 
of  all  member  nations. 


Q 


•—    *~    «^  o»    ^ 

=    ^    ^  iE    sc 


S         :S 


5   £   =1 

g  2  5i 


=3 


=  i 


< 
O 

O 


u 

0. 


O 

o 


6  . 


B.  THE  SOVIET  UNION  AND  THE  EUSSIAN  SATELLITE  COUNTEIES 

The  Iron  Curtain 

Soviet  Bussia  and  Russian-occupied  Europe  are  hidden  from  the  public 
gaze  by  what  the  popular  press  calls  and  "iron  curtain".   "Behind  the  iron  cur- 
tain" is  the  catch  phrase  for  articles  in  our  newspapers  and  magazines  which 
promise  to  give  us  the  truth  about  Soviet  life.  This  iron  curtain  consists 
not  only  of  well  guarded  frontiers  but  strict  censbrship  of  all  reports  leav- 
ing Russia,  strict  control  of  the  movements  of  those  foreigners  who  are  allowed 
behind  the  iron  curtain  and  carefully  edited  news-broadcasts  from  Soviet  Russia 
to  the  world  outside.  The  Soviet  government  has  apparently  decided  that  the 
peoples  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  rest  of  the  world  shall  know  only  what 
they  consider  fit  to  publish.   A  clear,  detailed  picture  of  life  in  Soviet  Russia 
cannot  easily  be  formed,  but  the  path  mapped  out  for  Bussia  by  her  leaders  can 
be  followed  in  broad  outline. 


The  New  Five  Year  Plan 

The  domestic  and  economic  policy  of  Soviet  Bussia  has,  since  1928, 
excluding  the  war  period,  been  carefully  laid  down  by  the  State  Planning 
Commission  in  a  series  of  Five  Year  Plans.  These  plans  attempt  to  set  out 
in  detail  the  industrial  and  agricultural  production,  and  cultural  develop- 
ment, for  the  next  five  years.   It  is  Stalin  and  his  technical  advisers  who 
formulate  the  plan,  without  reference  to  a  democratically  elected  legislat- 
ure.  When  issued  the  plan  becomes  law  and  the  entire  resources  of  the  country 
are  directed  towards  its  fulfilment.   Workers  must  subordinate  their  individual 
desires  to  the  wishes  of  the  State.  The  State  will  decide  how  the  land  is  to  be 
cultivated,  how  the  crop  is  to  be  disposed  of,  and  whether  the  worker  will  work 
on  the  land  or  in  the  factory. 

The  first  post-war  Five  Year  Plan  which  went  into  effect  in  March,  19^6, 
contains  these  important  aims:- 

1,   The  building  up  of  the  heavy  industries.   The  production  of  pig-iron,  szt-il. 
coal  and  oil  is  to  be  raised  to  about  three  times  the  19^0  output, 

2c   Those  areas  of  the  Soviet  Union  which  were  ravaged  by  the  war  are  to  be  rebuilt, 

3.  The  Red  Army  is  to  be  re-equipped 

4.  The  rationing  system  is  to  be  abandoned  as  soon  as  possible,  and  more  consumer 
goods  are  to  be  made  available  for  the  public. 

The  increased  industrial  output  will  require  a  greater  productivity  from 
the  industrial  worker  and  larger  numbers  of  skilled  technicians.   More  peasants 
must  be  brought  into  the  factory,  and  agricultural  workers  will  have  to  increase 
their  output,   Russian-planned  economy  has  made  large  scale  changes  in  the  life 
of  the  working  man.   In  1928,  the  number  of  wage  earners  and  salaried  persons  in 
the  Soviet  Union  was  less  than  12  million.  This  figure  had  been  doubled  by  193^= 

To  understand  the  magnitude  of  Russia's  reconstruction  plans  it  is 
essential  to  know  something  of  Soviet  war  losses.   The  German  army  completely  or 
partially  destroyed  1,710  Soviet  towns  and  more  than  70,000  villages  and  hamlets, 
depriving  25,000,000  ijersons  of  shelter.   Losses  in  human  life  amounted  to  nearly 
seven  million.   Damage  to  transport  included  the  destruction  of  nine  thousand  miles 
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of  railway  track,  eighteen  hundred  bridges^  and  many  thousands  of  locomotives 
and  freight  cars.   Until  this  damage  has  been  made  good  Russian  families  will 
be  crowded  into  the  houses  left  standing.   Although  there  is  a  shortage  of  every 
kind  of  consumer  goods,  food,  clothing,  furniture,  etc.  ,  in  Soviet  Russia,  it 
is  the  heavy  industries,  producing  iron,  steel,  coal  and  oil,  that  are  at  the 
top  of  the  list  and  will  be  given  first  consideration.   What  is  the  reason  for 
this?  Stalin  explained  to  "She  Russian  people  in  his  election  campaign  address 
in  February,  10^6,  that  i"^  was  impossible  to  defend  the  independence  of  the 
Soviet  Union  without  heavy  industries. 

By  19^9  some  progress  had  been  made  towards  the  goals  set  by  the  Five- 
Year  Plan„   Coal  production  had  reached  the  19^0  level.   Consumer  goods,  part- 
icularly clothing  and  shoes,  were  becoming  available,   Shortages  of  steel  held 
up  Soviet  industrial  expansior,.   Construction  fell  short  of  the  plans  with  the 
result  that  industrial  plants  were  not  expanded  and  housing  schemes  were  not 
completed. 

Although  housing  remains  a  major  problem  and  overcrowding  in  industrial 
cities  is  prevalent,  the  Soviet  standard  of  living  has  risen  substantially 
above  the  low  level  of  IQ^^^   By  Canadian  standards  it  is  still  quite  low. 
But  rationing  of  commodities  ended  in  19^7  and  the  very  high  prices  charged 
for  unrationed  goods  were  reduced-   Wages  remained  the  same  but  money  had 
more  purchasing  power.   To  check  the  inflation  that  had  set  in  following  19^5 
and  to  halt  black  market  operations  a  new  currency  was  issued  at  the  rate  of 
one  new  ruble  for  10  old  ones.   By  increasing  the  purchasing  power  of  the  wage 
earner  the  government  hoped  to  provide  an  incentive  to  the  worker  to  increase 
his  output  and  his  earnings. 

Economic  Development 

The  pat+.ern  of  economic  development  in  the  Soviet  Union,  state  control- 
led as  it  is,  is  set  by  the  aims  and  ambitions  of  the  political  leaders  of  the 
country.   The  nationalization  of  industry,  economic  planning,  and  the  collect- 
ivization, of  agriculture  are  the  guiding  principles  of  Russia's  internal  economy, 
while  her  foreign,  trade  policy  is  the  integration  of  the  economies  of  the  comm- 
unist-dominated countries  wi-*h  that  of  the  Soviet  Union, 

Russia  has  become  the  chief  commercial  power  in  eastern  Europe,   To  her 
satellite  countries  Russia  is  the  chief  supplier  and  the  best  customer.  The 
flow  of  trade  from  these  countries  to  western  Europe,  which  before  World  War 
II  was  considerable,  has  been  reduced  to  a  minimum  by  the  bilateral  trade 
agreements  of  the  Soviet  Union.   These  trade  agreements  with  Moscow  determine 
the  volume ,  quality  and  direction  of  the  trade  of  the  satellite  countries. 

The  foreign  trade  policy  of  Russia  is  also  designed  to  defeat  the  Marshall 
Plan,   Russia  refused  to  participate  in  the  Marshall  Plan  and  prevented  her 
satellites  from  doing  so,  although  some  of  them  would  have  liked  to  receive 
the  benefits  of  the  Plan.   Instead  Russia  offered  them  other  trade  agreements 
and  finally  set  up  a  Mutual  Aid  Council  with  Bulgaria,  Czechoslovakia,  Hungary, 
Rumania  and  Poland,  to  establish  a  broader  economic  cooperation  amongst  the 
member  countries. 


The  Comlr.i.form 

The  Cominform  is  the  Communist  Information  Bureau  set  up  in  19^7  tiy  the 
Soviet  government  in  agreement  with  Soviet  satellite  countries.  Eepresentatives 
of  the  communist  parties  in  Eusaia,  Poland,  Czechoslovakia,  Hungary,  Rumania, 
Yugoslavia,  Bulgaria,  France  and  Italy  make  up  the  Cominform,  whose  headquarters 
are  at  Belgrade. 

The  purpose  of  the  cominform  is  to  give  strength  and  cohesion  to  communist 
activities  and  to  prevent  disunity.   The  Bureau  was  formed  at  a  time  when  the 
communist  cause  appeared  to  be  losing  ground.   The  United  States  was  sending 
aid  to  Greece  and  Turkey;  the  tide  of  events  in  Germany  was  not  favorable  to 
Eussia;  the  strength  of  communism  was  waning  in  France,  and  Marshall  had  pro- 
posed a  plan  that  would  probably  strengthen  the  cause  of  democracy  in  Europe, 
There  were  murmurs   in  Poland  and  Czechoslovakia  that  Communist  leadership  was 
lack in go 

The  Cominform  first  met  in  Poland.  From  this  meeting  a  manifesto  was 
issued  outlining  the  aims  of  the  Bureau^  The  manifesto  condemns  Britain  and 
the  United  States  for  their  imperialistic  aims,  and  claims  that  these  countries 
are  carrying  on  a  compaign  against  the  Soviet  and  her  satellites.   Because  of 
this  the  Communist  countries  must  stand  fast  to  g^aard  "the  democracy,  national 
sovereignty,  independence  and  self-determination  of  their  countries." 

The  reaction  to  this  manifesto  has  not  tended  to  strengthen  the  cause  of 
communism.   In  the  satellite  countries  there  has  been  a  tightening  up  against 
those  opposed  to  communism.   The  democratic  countries  have  placed  themselves 
on  the  defence  against  communist  infiltration.   The  prestige  of  the  Cominform 
suffered  a  setback  in  19^8  with  the  withdrawal  of  Yugoslavia,  but  has  since 
been  bolstered  by  the  turn  of  events  in  Communist  China. 

Soviet  Expansion 

The  U. S.S.E.  is  determined  to  hold  sway  over  eastern  Europe.   The  Soviet 
emerged  from  World  War  II  with  large  territorial  gains.   The  Baltic  States  of 
Estonia,  Latvia,  Lithuania  and  East  Prussia  have  been  absorbed.   The  Polish 
frontier  has  been  moved  westward  to  a  new  line,  giving  Eussia  a  large  strip 
of  the  former  Poland,   By  the  peace  treaties  of  19^7  Eussia  received  territory 
from  Finland  and  Eumania.   To  strengthen  her  position  Soviet  Sus£>ia  has  built 
up  along  her  European  frontiers  a  row  of  politically  and  economically  depend- 
ent or  friendly  states.  These  include  Poland,  Czechoslovakia,  Bulgaria,  Hungary, 
Eumania  and  the  east  German  Eepublic.   Yugoslavia  was  under  the  influence  of  the 
Kremlin  until  19^7,  when  Tito  challenged  Eussian  interference  and  declared 
Yugoslavia  an  independent  communist  country.   (See  Classroom  Bulletin  on  Social 
Studies,  No.  22). 

Eussia  and  Eastern  Germany 

The  occupation  policy  of  Eussia  has  been  dealt  with  in  Classroom  Bulletin 
on  Social  Studies,  No.  25» 

Eussia  and  the  East 

In  the  Middle  East  Eussia  made  an  unsuccessful  bid  for  control  of  che 
Iranian. oil  resources,   Eussian  occupation  troops  remained  in  Iran  nearly  a 
year  after  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  and  only  withdrew  in  May  19^4-6  on  the 
promise  of  the  Iranian  government  to  submit  to  parliament  a  proposal  for  the 
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joint  explcitaticn  of  the  oil  resources  in  northern  Iran.   The  proposal  was 
rejected  by  the  Iranian  parliament,  and  the  oil  is  now  being  developed  by- 
American  and  British  interests. 

Since  19^5  Russia  has  kept  up  a  steady  pressure  for  the  control  of  the 
eastern  end  of  the  Mediterranean,   The  Soviet  has  asked  for  naval  and  air 
bases  on  the  Turkish  Straits  in  order  to  command  the  entrance  to  the  Black  Sea, 
and  a  slice  of  territory  along  the  Caucasus  frontier.   The  British  and  American 
governments  have  supported  Turkey  in  resisting  Eussian. claims.   Russia  insists 
that  the  problems  of  the  Black  Sea  must  be  settled  by  the  states  bordering  the 
Black  Sea. 

When  Japan  surrendered  in  19^5  the  Soviet  Union  reannexed  the  southern 
half  of  Sakhalin  Island,  ceded  to  Japan  by  Russia  in  I905,  regained  the  Kurile 
Islands,  and  held  a  naval  base  at  Port  Authur  and  an  ice-free  commercial  port 
at  Dairen. 

The  occupation  of  north  Korea  and  the  establishment  of  a  communist  govern- 
ment there  may  be  reviewed  at  this  point,   (See  Classroom  Bulletin  on  Social 
Studies,  No.  25) 

The  course  of  the  civil  war  in  China  (19^6-^4-9)  will  be  studied  later  in 
this  section  of  the  course,  but  reference  may  be  made  at  this  point  to  the 
communist  victory  in  China  and  the  friendly  political  relationship  that  exists 
between  Mao-Tse-tung  and  Stalin,   The  spread  of  communism  into  Burma,  Indo- 
China,  and  Malaya  may  also  receive  notice. 

The  Cold  War 

The  "cold  war"  is  a  tern  used  to  describe  the  state  of  military  prepared- 
ness which  exists  between  the  communist  countries  led  by  the  Soviet  Union, 
and  the  Western  Democracies  headed  by  the  United  States  and  the  Commonwealth. 
It  is  a  struggle  between  two  opposed  concepts  of  society,  the  one  in  which  the 
State  is  the  absolute  master,  controlling  every  aspect  of  the  lives  of  all  its 
subjects;  the  other  in  which  the  State  is  the  servant  of  the  citizens,  existing 
to  meet  their  common  political  needs,  but  leaving  them  free  to  order  other 
aspects  of  their  lives  for  themselves.   Since  Canada  has  been  drawn  into  .-i.  ^s 
cold  war  it  is  essential  that  Canadians  understand  the  methods  Russia  is  using 
in  the  waging  of  this  war. 

The  aims  of  Russia  are  domestic  security,  the  spread  of  communism  through- 
out the  wcrld  and  the  defeat  of  the  Western  Eemccracies,   In  pursuit  of  these 
aims  Russia  has  persistently  refused  to  cooperate  with  the  democratic  countries, 
and  has  through  communist  agencies  sought  to  disrupt  the  economic  and  social 
order  of  all  non-communist  countries.   Some  of  the  salient  features  of  Russia's 
cold  war  are  outlined  below. 

Following  World  War  II,  when  other  countries  were  disarming,  Russia 
maintained  and  built  up  an  armed  force  far  beyond  the  requirements  of  frontier 
security.   The  economic  plans  of  Russia  were  geared  to  support  a  military 
strength  which  has  been  and  remains  a  serious  threat  to  world  peace. 

One  of  the  purposes  of  the  Five  Year  Plan  is  to  overtake  the  principal 
capitalist  countries  wich  respect  to  industrial  output  so  that  Russian  econom- 
ic strength  can  match  her  military  might. 
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In  organizing  the  Cominform  the  Soviet  Union  revived  the  work  of  the 
Comintern  to  spread  communism  throughout  the  vorld.   The  Manifesto  of  the 
Cominform  indicates  clearly  Russia's  desire  to  bring  about  the  downfall  of 
Britain  and  the  United  States.   The  Kremlin  is  maintaining  a  powerful 
fifth  column  in  every  country  to  further  the  Russian  cause  and  to  under- 
mine the  security  and  well-being  of  the  countries  in  which  these  agents 
work. 

The  Kremlin  has  already  imposed  its  will  on  the  peoples  of  Poland, 
Czechoslovakia,  Hungary,  Bulgaria,  Rumania  and  Eastern  Germany,  and  has 
been  instrumental  in  the  spread  of  communism  in  China,  Korea,  Burma,  Malaya 
and  Indo-China. 

In  an  attempt  to  block  the  Marshall  Plan  for  European  recovery  Russia 
has  forbidden  her  satellites  to  participate,  and  has  encouraged  strikes  and 
protests  through  the  Communist  party  to  hinder  the  progress  of  the  Plan. 

The  propaganda  machine  of  the  Soviet  Union  plays  a  major  role  in  the 
cold  war.   The  peoples  of  eastern  Europe  are  bombarded  day  and  night  from 
press  and  radio  v/ith  statements  praising  Russia  as  a  lover  of  peace,  and 
condemning  Britain  and  the  United  '^tates  as  warmongers  and  imperialists. 
Behind  the  press  and  the  radio  moves  a  powerful  and  ever  present  secret 
police  to  deal  effectively  with  any  who  question  what  they  read  or  hear. 
It  should  be  noted  how  the  Russian  propagandists  misuse  the  words  liberty, 
freedom,  peace,  justice  and  democracy  in  describing  Soviet  policy,  and  war- 
monger, imperialist  and  fascist  when  speaking  about  the  V/estern  Democracies. 

The  meetings  of  the  United  Nations  are  the  battlefields  of  the  cold 
war.  Here  the  Russian  delegates  plead  their  case  before  a  world  audience. 
By  the  use  of  the  veto  Russia  consistently  prevents  united  action  on 
matters  of  world  security.  By  refusing  to  join  many  of  the  UN  agencies 
Russia  holds  aloof  from  world  organizations  that  might  find  solutions  to 
the  world's  problems  and  so  bring  about  world  peace. 

Cold  war  strategy  has  brought  about  tension,  crises  and  internal  strife 
which  have  caused  alarm  and  have  served  to  disrupt  the  peace  plans  of  the 
Western  Democracies  for  the  recovery  of  Europe.   The  Berlin  crisis  was  an 
attempt  by  Russia  to  evict  the  Western  allies  from  Berlin.   The  air  lift 
proved  the  strength  of  the  combined  British  and  United  States  air  force,  but 
it  was  a  costly  business.   The  fomentation  of  war  in  Korea  by  the  communists 
is  another  attempt  to  divert  and  dissipate  the  military  resources  of  the 
Western  nations.   The  war  alarm  in  Korea  has  caused  the  western  European 
countries  to  spend  on  rearmament,  large   sums  of  money  that  are  badly  needed 
for  peace  time  recovery. 

Canada's  stand  in  the  Cold  War  was  summed  up  by  Mr,  St.  Laurent  in  a 
speech  in  1950^  ii^  these  words: 

"To  win  the  cold  war  it  will  not  be  enough  to  devote  to  military 
defences  and  the  production  and  development  of  arms  a  considerable  frac- 
tion of  our  total  resources.   That  may  be  enough  to  prevent  defeat.  Preventing 
defeat  is  not  the  same  thing  as  winning  a  victory.   To  win,  I  believe  the 
nations  of  the  free  world  must  demonstrate  the  superiority  of  our  institutions 
and  our  way  of  life  to  the  continued  satisfaction  of  all  our  own  people. 
And  then  we  must  win  over  those  hundreds  of  millions  in  Asia  and  Africa  who 
now  feel  indifferent  and  confused  and  are  attached  to  neither  side  in  the 
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cold  war;  and  ultimately  we  must  convince  those  other  millions  behind  the  Iron 
Curtain  that  Communist  Imperialism  means  slavery  and  that  we  stand  for  freedom 
and  peace." 


Although  Russia  has  persistently  opposed  the  western  democracies  at 
every  international  meeting  to  such  an  extent  that  agreement  on  any  point 
seems  impossible,  nevertheless  Eussia  has  not  withdrawn  from  the  United  Nations. 
This  tooal  lack  of  agreement  together  wie^h  the  disruptive  work  of  communist 
agencies  in  the  democratic  countries  and  the  direct  and  indirect  support  given 
by  Russia  to  the  countries  unfriendly  oo  the  western  Democracies  has  led  some 
Canadians  and  Americans  to  believe  that  war  with  Eussia  is  inevitable.   No 
sane  citizen  will  close  his  eyes  to  the  facts,  but  there  is  no  justification  for 
giving  way  to  despair  as  long  as  the  machinery  for  the  maintenance  of  world 
peace  is  in  existence.   If  the  battle  of  words  goes  on  long  enough  some  settle- 
ment may  eventually  be  reached. 


C.  THE  WESTERN  DEMOCRACIES 
1.   Great  Britain 


(a)  The  Labor  Government,  19^^-^0 

Although  Churchill  had  with  unmatched  ccnrage  and  brilliant 
leadership  brought  Britain,  through,  the  terrible  war  years,  to 
victory,  he  had  no  attractive  peace  plans  for  the  people  of  Britain 
when  they  went  to  the  polls  in  July  19^5-   The  Labor  Party  on  the 
other  hand  had  a  positive  domestic  plan  that  aDDeale(?  to  the  working 
man.   The  election  gave  the  Labor  Party  ^00  of  the  6^0  seats  in  the 
House  Commons.   Clement  C.  Attlee  became  Prime  Minister  and  Mr.  Ernest 
Bevin,  Foreign  Minister. 

The  tasks  confronting  the  new  labor  government  were  as  stupendous, 
although  of  a  different  nature,  as  those  which  faced  Mr.  Churchill  in 
the  dark  days  of  19^0.,   Britain  had  poured  one-quarter  of  its  national 
wealth  into  the  war  effort.   The  national  debt  stood  at  2^  billion 
pounds  sterling.   Property  destroyed  by  German  bombs  had  to  be  rebuilt. 
Britain's  industries,  converted  to  war  time  production,  had  now  to  be 
reconverted  to  normal  production.   British  labor,  organized  for  war 
work  at  home  or  enlisted  in  the  armed  forces  had  to  be  rehabilitated. 
Trade  and  commerce,  halted  by  the  war,  had  to  be  revived  and  reestab- 
lished.  Foreign  affairs  posed  many  thorny  questions.   There  were 
peace  treaties  to  be  settled.   Occupation  armies  had  to  be  maintained. 
Empire  problems  of  far-reaching  significance  had  to  be  solved,  notable 
amongst  which  were  those  of  Palestine,  India,  Burma  and  Eire.   Member- 
ship in  the  United  Nations  required  a  well-defined  foreign  policy  to- 
wards world  government. 

Besides  this  burden  of  jobs  to  be  done,  left  in  the  wake  of  war  for  the  new 
government  to  look  after,  there  was  the  labor  program  of  nationalization  which  the 
!:overnment  had  undertaken. 
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Nationalization 

Fundamental  to  the  socialist  policy  of  the  Labor  Party  is  the  nation- 
alization, or  transfer  of  ownership  from  individuals  to  the  state  of  the  basic 
industries  and  services  of  the  country.   It  is  a  policy  of  public  ownership 
and  control  as  opposed  to  private  enterprise.   The  government  proceeded  with 
their  plans  in  the  following  order. 

1.  The  nationalization  of  the  Bank  of  England.   This  was  essentially  the 
national  treasury,  but  was  privately  governed  until  February  Y)hG ,   when 
it  became  the  state  bank. 

2.  The  Coal  Industry  Nationalization  Act  of  19^6  brought  the  coal  industry 
under  state  control.  A  National  Coal  Board  respo.iSible  to  the  government 
took  over  the  hundreds  of  collieries  in  Britairi,   The  owners  receivea 
compensation  and  the  miners  now  worked  for  the  state, 

3.  Next  came  the  nationalization  of  transport  and  communication.  This  in- 
volved civil  aviation,  tele-communications,  radio  and  inlaid  transport. 
Coupled  with  this  was  the  nationalization  of  the  electric  power  industry. 

U.   The  gas  industry  was  transferred  to  public  ownership  in  19^8, 

5-   The  Act  to  nationalize  the  iron  and  steel  industry  was  passed  in  19^9  but 
the  actual  transfer  of  ownership  was  postponed  until  1951- 

Social  Welfare 

State  welfare  services  are  not  new  nor  are  they  confined  to  Britain, 
The  Poor  Laws  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  time,  1597  and  l601,  established  public 
responsibility  fcr  the  care  and  maintenance  of  the  poor  and  aged.   Today 
some  measure  of  social  services  is  required  of  the  government  of  every 
nation.   The  Labor  government  in  Britain  however,  introduced  in  19^6  a  wel- 
fare wervice  which  surpassed  in  scope  that  of  any  other  country  in  the  world, 
and  was  available  for  the  total  population  of  the  country.   It  is  based  on  the 
report  of  William  Beveridge,  who,  during  the  war  years,  was  asked  by  the  British 
government  to  investigate  and  make  proposals  for  a  reformed  national  social 
security  program.   This  was  done,  and  a  report  was  presented  to  the  government 
known  as  the  Beveridge  Plan. 

The  legislation  which  set  the  British  social  welfare  service  in  motion 
is  contained  in  the  Family  Allowances  Act,  19^5?  the  National  Insurance  Act, 
19^6  and  the  National  Insurance  (industrial  Injuries)  Act,  19^6. 

The  Family  Allowances  Act  provides  for  a  small  weekly  cash  allowance  to  the 
mother  for  each  child,  after  the  first,  under  school-leaving  age.   Free  milk, 
and  free  or  cheap  meals  are  provided  at  school. 

The  National  Insurance  Acts  provide  the  following  benefits  for  various 
groups  of  workers. 
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Ur employment  Benefits 

Sickness  Benefits 
Eetirement  Pensions 
Maternity  Allowance 
Widow '  s  Allowance 
Widowed  Mother's  Allowance 
V/idow's  Pension 


Confinement  Allowance 
Maternity  Grant 
Death  Grant 
Guardian  Allowance 
Industrial  Injuries 


Services  available  in  addition  to  the  above  income  services  aret- 


Ante-natal  Clinics 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Clinics 
Free  Primary  Schooling 
Juvenj.le  Employment  Service 
Free  School  Medical 

Service 
Further  Education 
Priority  Eations 
Free  Medical  Service 
Special  se.rvices  for  handicapped 
persons 


Maternity  Hospital 

Public  Health  Visitor 

Free  Secondary  Schooling 

Local  Youth  Services 

Midwife  Service 

Nursery  Schools 

Home  Help 

Priority  Foods   for 

Children 

■p'ree  milk  at  School 

Free  or  cheap  school  meals 

Dental  Services 


Optical  Services 
This  comprehensive  and  very  expensive  scheme  is  financed  by  contributions 
from  employees,  contributions  from  employers,  national  taxation  and  local 
taxation,.   To  meet  the  heavy  national  expenditure  for  social  services  and  other 
government  costs  income  tax  now  claims  972  P^^  cent  of  the  upper-bracket  and 
k"^   per  cent  of  modest  incomes.   A  total  of  ^0  per  cent  of  Britain's  national 
income  is  collected  in  direct  and  indirect  taxes„   These  figures  indicate  the 
extent  to  which  the  rich  are  taxed  to  provide  for  the  poor.   ±aey  also  show 
that  even  the  man  with  an  average  salary  carries  a  heavy  burden  of  taxes.  The 
welfare  services  of  the  labour  government  have  attracted  a  great  deal  of  comment 
both  favorable  and  unfavorable,  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  19^0  Election 

The  election  results  of  February  23,  1950,  proclaimed  a  waning  faith  on 
the  part  of  the  British  people  in  the  Labor  Party.   Labor  lost  nearly  80  seats, 
returning  315  members  while  the  Conservative  Party  under  Churchill  won  296  seats, 
the  Liberals  9  a-^d  others  h.      Labor  had  now  an  overall  majority  of  6  only. 

Immediately  after  the  election  there  was  talk  of  an  early  election.   Could 
the  Labor  government  carry  on  with  such  a  slim  majority?  Certainly  the  opposition^ 
led  by  Mr,  Churchill,  has  bitterly  denounced  the  domestic  and  foreign  policy  of 
Prime  Minister  Attlee,  and  has  voted  aginst  all  socialist  legislation,  but  so 
far  Labor  has  always  been  able  to  muster  its  small  majority  of  6  or  less  to  avoid 
defeat-.   Contrary  to  expectation,  the  Labor  government  has  pursued  its  social- 
istic course,  in  spite  of  the  ever-present  danger  of  defeat  by  the  opposition. 
When,  the  nationalization  of  steel  came  before  the  House  in  September  1950,  Labor 
had  its  way  by  a  bare  six  votes, 

b)  Becovery  Measures 

Britain  has  been  an  industrial  country  for  many  years  and  her  economy  -t^^sts 
on  foreign  trade,   During  the  nineteenth  century  and  the  early  years  of  the  present 
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century  Britain  was  the  foremost  trading  nation.   Food  and  rav  materials 
were  imported^  but  British  manufactured  goods  found  a  market  in  every  country, 
carried  to  every  port  by  Britain's  vast  fleet  of  merchant  vessels.   The  income 
from  large  investments  abroad  also  brought  wealth  to  Britain,  Following  World 
War  I  British  exports  declined.  The  depression  which,  caught  the  whole  world  in 
its  grasp  in  1929  speeded  the  decline  of  foreign  trade,  causing  widespread 
unemployment  in  Britain.  World  War  II  brought  its  owt;  problems.,  Victory  cost 
Britain  thousands  of  human  lives  and. one  quarter  of  her  national  wealth.   In 
this  impoverished  position^  the  British  people  faced  the  future  hopefully, 
pinning  their  faith  on  the  Labor  program  of  full  employment  and  trade  expan- 
sion. 

Labor's  answer  to  Britain's  problems  was  the  nationalization  of  the 
key  industries,  leaving  the  cotton  industry,  ceramics,  footwear  and  other 
light  industries  to  private  enterprise-  a  mixed  economy  of  publicly  and  pri- 
vately owned  industries.   This  program  involved  economic  planning  and  a 
larger  measure  of  state  control  over  industry  and  commerce, 

Britain's  economic  position  in  19^5  "lay  be  compared  to  that  of  a 
man,  accustomed  to  a  high  standard  of  living,  whose  income  has  been  reduced, 
and  who  now  cannot  make  ends  meet.   Herbert  Morrison,  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Labor  cabinet  told  the  people  that  they  must  work  harder  and  live  more 
sparingly.   Eationing  became  more  severe.  The  importation  of  such  luxuries  as 
films  and  tobacco  was  cut  to  a  minimum.  .Foreign  travel  was  curtailed,  and  only 
very  small  sums  of  money  could  be  taken  out  of  the  country.   This  austerity 
brought  no  real  hardships.  There  was  an  equitable  distribution  of  food  to 
the  entire  population,  but  there  was  not  the  abunciRnce  and  the  choice  that  the 
Canadian  people  enjoy.   The  rationing  restrictions  on  some  foods  and  clothing 
were  removed  in  19^9- 

Notable  success  has  been  achieved  since  19^5  in  raising  the  flow  of 
exports  to  70  per  cent  above  the  1938  level.   The  national  income  has  soared 
from  ^  ^-6  billion  in  1938  to  over  twice  thac  figure.  The  coal  output  has 
increased.  The  cotton  and  wool  industries  are  still  below  the  IQ38  level  of 
production.   Agriculture  presents  a  brighc  picture.   In  pre-war  years  the 
British  farmer  produced  only  one-third  of  the  nation's  food.   This  figure 
was  increased  by  I5  per  cent  during  the  war.   In  1950  roughly  ooe  half  of 
Britain's  food  is  produced  at  home,  and  the  objective  now  is  home  production 
of  60  per  cent  of  Britain's  food  requirements.   By  this  meaos  the  import- 
export  gap  can  be  .narrowed  by  millions  of  dollars.   The  automobile  industry 
has  made  a  large  contribution  to  Britain's  export  trade,  more  at  the  expense 
of  the  home  market  than  because  of  any  great  increase  in  the  number  produced. 
Steel,  chemicals,  electricity  production  and  ship  building  all  show  a  substan- 
tial increase. 

Although  the  labor  government  would  doubtless  like  to  take  full  credit 
for  these  successes,  critics  claim  that  nationalization  has  not  had  an  appre- 
ciable effect  on  the  productive  capacity  of  British  industries.   Sufficient 
time  has  not  elapsed  since  the  transfer  of  ownership  for  any  significant 
changes  in  operation  to  have  had  effect. 

British  trade  recovery  ha  not  solved  her  economic  problems  completely, 
for  Britain  still  faces  a  serious  dollar  shortage,  brought  about  by  the  fact 
that,  while  U2  per  cent  of  her  imporcs  come  from  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
only  1^4-  per  cent  of  her  exports  go  to  these  two  countries.   During  World  War 
TT  p-rants  from  the  United  Ptanes  in  the  form  of  lend  lease  looked  after  British 
imports  from  the  United  States.   This  assistance  was.  terminated  abruptly  in  19^5 > 
when  Britain  was  compelled  to  negotiate  a  t'3'75  billion  loan  with  the  United.. States 
to  carry  her  over  the  initial  stages  of  her  recovery  program. 
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The  drain  on  this  loan  was  so  great  that  by  19^7  Britain's  financial  posit loti 
in  the  dollar  countries  was  serious.   This  crisis  was  met  by  the  Marshall  Plan, 
or  the  European  Recovery  Plan  (EEP),  a  $1^  billion  loan  to  l8  European  countries 
to  assist  economic  recovery  and  stem  the   tide  of  communism  in  Europe - 

In  19^9  "the  British  government  devalued  the  pound  sterling  by  30  per  cent, 
making  it  worth  $2.80  in  the  United  States  and  $3,10  in  Canada  instead  of  the 
normal  $U,85»   The  calculated  effect  of  this  step,  unwelcome  as  it  was  to  many 
British  people,  was  to  cheapen  British  goods  in  the  dollar  countries  and  thus 
encourage  trade.   It  also  had  the  effect,  of  greatly  increasing  the  price  of 
dollar  imports,  thereby  dissuading  the  British  people  from  buying  tLemo 

(  c)   Changing  Commonwealth  and  Empire  Relations 

Two  world  wars  and  a  series  of  major  revolts  and  civil  wars  have  wrought 
many  political  changes  in  the  world  of  the  twentieth  century.   Throughout  these 
world  shocks  the  British  Commonwealth  and  Empire  has  remained  the  bulwark  of 
democracy,  but  not  unchanged.   It  has  always  been  a  flexible  organization;  in 
fact  its  strength  lies  in  this  flexibility. 

The  Commonwealth  and  Empire  extends  over  otie   fourth  of  the  surface  of  the 
globe  and  contains  about  one  fifth  of  the  world's  population.   Within  this 
political  structure  are  these  groups ;- 

The  United  Kingdom  The  Self -Governing  Colonies 

Independent  Republics  Crown  Coloraes 

The  Self -Governing  Dominions  Protectorates 

The  major  changes  that  have  occurred  within  the  framework  of  the  Commonwealth 
and  Empire  since  19^5  are  briefly  these: - 

lo   Burma  became  an  independent  sovereign  state  in  19^8  and  left  the  Empire. 

2 3   India  became  an  independent  republic  in  l'^50  but  remained  within  the  Commonwealth. 

3,   Pakistan  became  a  Dominion  in  19^9- 

k,      Eire  became  ar  independe^^t  ^uvereign  state  and  severed  Commonwealth  ties  in  19^9- 

5.  Ceylon  became  a  Dominion  in  19^9' 

6,  Newfoundland  became  the  tenth  province  of  Canada  in  19^9- 

7.  The  Palestine  mandate  was  given  up  in  19^8  and  "the  independent  state  of  Israel 
was  eventually  formed. 

8,  A  new  program  of  enli^.tened  colonial  partnership  for  the  British 
colonies  is  now  operating. 

Summarizing  these  changes,  we  see  a  loss  of  territory  with  the  exit  of 
Burma  and  Eire.   Dependencies  such  as  India  and  Ceylon  have  gained  their 
independence.   The  coxonies  have  been  granted  certain  political  reforms  and 
are  receiving  assistance  for  the  development  of  their  natural  resouces  under 
a  clear  cut  plan  of  economic  development. 

The  Repiiblic  of  India  deserves  special  attention  because  its  membership 
in  the  Commonwealth  raised  the  question  as  to  whether  a  country  that  had 
severed  all  ties  with  the  British  Crown  could  be  admitted  to  the  Commonwealth- 
At  the  Commonwealth  Conference  of  Prime  Ministers  held  in  London  in  April 
19^9  i+  was  decided  that  India  could  do  away  with  the  British  Crown  as  a 
symbol  of  its  own  national  sovereignty,  but  could  acknowledge  the  King  as  th.e 
symbol  of  the  free  association  of  independent  member  nations  of  the  Com.monwealth. 

In  the  past  the  Commonwealth  and  Empire  has  been  held  together  by  historic 
bonds  of  ser+ ^mpp-t-  and  alleffia^cs^  to  the  r-rowri  ss  well  as  by  common  interests. 
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Today  that  same  precious  sentiment  exists  in  some  parts  of  the  Commonwealth/ 
but  there  is  also  an  unmistakable  trend,  which  probably  applies  more  to  the 
Asiatic  members  of  the  Commonwealth,  towards  a  willingness  to  cooperate  and 
work  together  for  the  common  good  without  the  emotional  appeal  of  common  loyalty 
to  the  Crown. 

Possibly  because  of  the  war  weariness  of  the  United  Kingdom  compared 
with  the  armed  alertness  of  communist  countries  there  is  a  more  marked  ten- 
dency for  members  of  the  Commonwealth  to  make  regional  pacts  for  their  own 
security  with  non -Commonwealth  members.   Canada  is  linked  with  the  United 
States  by  the  Permanent  Joint  Board  of  Defence o   Although  Ci.nada  is  not  a  mem- 
ber of  the  i?an-American  Union,  by  her  understandings  with  the  United  States 
Canada  is  involved  indirectly  in  the  larger  plans  of  the  Eio  Pact  for  the 
defence  of  the  Americas.   The  United  Kingdom  and  Canada  as  signatories  of 
the  Atlantic  Pact  have  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  countries  of 
Western  Europe.   Australia  is  undoubtedly  eager  to  negotiate  a  defence 
pact  with  neighbouring  democratic  countries  in  the  Far  East. 

( d)   The  Foreign  Policy  of  the  Labor  Government 

The  foreign  policy  of  the  Labor  government  has  been  influenced  mainly 
by  the  following  f actors: - 

1.  The  growing  need  for  security  against  a  strong  aggressor  in 
western  Europe. 

2.  The  struggle  for  world  markets  in  the  contest  for  economic  survival. 

3.  Commitments  as  head  of  the  Commonwealth. 
k.      Commitments  as  one  of  the  Big  Five  Powers. 

5-   Fulfilment  of  responsibilities  as  a  member  of  the  United  Nations. 
6.   The  need  of  the  support  of  the  United  States, 

During  the  period  of  19^5-50  the  countries  of  western  Europe  under  British 
leadership  have  drawn  together  for  security  and  for  purposes  of  trade  and 
commerce.   The  menace  of  Russia  and  her  satellites  in  eastern  Europe  and 
the  struggle  for  economic  recovery  are  the  moving  forces  behind,  what  is 
often  referred  to,  as  European  union. 

Western  Europe 

European  union  was  initially  conceived  to  include  all  European  coun- 
tries united  politically  and  economically  in  a  peaceful  brotherhood.   The 
European  Recovery  Plan  was  originally  designed  to  aid  all  of  Europe.   This 
union  has  not  been  established,  because  Russia  has  refused  to  participate  or 
to  allow  her  satellites  to  join  in  any  such  scheme.   With  genuine  reluctance, 
in  the  face  of  Russia's  steady  refusal  to  cooperate,  the  British  Government 
has  been  forced  to  play  its  part  in  the  organization  of  a  western  European 
Union  comprising  all  independent  European  nations,  with  the  exception  of 
Spain  outside  the  Russian  sphere  of  influence.   The  agreements  reached  by 
the  members  of  western  Europe  fall  under  the  following  headings: - 

1,  The  Brussels  Pact,  March  19^8. 

By  this  treaty  the  five  nations  of  Britain,  France,  Belgium,  the 
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Netherlands  and  Lujxera"bourg  agreed,  that  if  any  one  of  them  was 
attacked  in  Europe,  the  others  would  give  the  victim  of  che  attack 
all  military  and  other  aid  in  their  pover  in  accordance  vith  ob- 
ligations assumed  under  the  UN  charter.   The  treaty  also  provides 
for  economic,  social  and  cultural  cooperation.   This  pact  has 
remained  very  much  a  paper  plan,  but  it  did  set  che   stage  for  fur- 
ther organization. 

2o  The  North  Atlantic  Pact,  April  19^9. 

Believing  that  union  with  western  Europe  would  serve  to  demon- 
strate to  any  would-be  aggressor  the  determination  of  the  western 
democracies  to  stand  together,  Canada  and  the  United  States  threw 
in  military  lot  with  western  Europe  in  the  signing  of  the 
North  Atlantic  Pact.   Twelve  countries,  Belgium,  Canada,  France, 
Luxembourg,  Netherlands,  Norway,  United  Kingdom,  United  States,  Den- 
mark, Ireland,  Italy  and  Portugal  signed  the  treaty.   Like  the  Brussels 
Treaty,  the  Atlantic  Pact  is  a  collective  mutual  aid  alliance  against 
armed  attack  in  Europe.   It  is  a  common  pledge  to  consider  an  armed 
attack  against  one  of  the  participants  as  an  attack  against  all  and  to 
take  such  individual  or  collective  action,  including  the  use  of  armed 
force,  as  each  country  considers  necessary  to  restore  and  maintain  the 
security  of  the  North  Atlantic  area.   To  promote  the  economic  recovery 
of  the  signatory  countries,  the  treaty  provided  for  the  promotion  of 
conditions  of  stability  and  well-being  and  the  elimination  of  conflict- 
ing international  economic  policies. 

3.  Mutual  Defense  Assistance  Pact,  October  19^9« 


VJithout  an  effective  defense  system,  the  North  Atlantic  Fact   remain- 
ed a  paper  transaction  only.   The  cooperating  countries  needed  U.S.  assis- 
tance to  build  up  their  armed  forces.   The  U.S.  Congress  approved  the 
Mutual  Defence  Assistance  Pact  authorizing  military  aid  to  the  extent 
of  $1  billion  to  those  countries  chat  request  help.   Before  equipment  was 
sent  out  by  the  U.S.  an  integrated  defence  was  set  up  for  the  North  At- 
lantic area. 

The  council  of  Foreign  Ministers  has  the  responsibility  for  planning 
methods  by  which  the  pact  is  to  be  carried  out,   A  Defense  Committee  of 
defense  ministers  of  the  participating  countries  has  carried  on  much 
of  the  work;  while  a  subcommittee  of  chiefs  of  staff  has  attended  to  the 
military  planning  required  by  the  pact. 

4.  The  Council  of  Europe,  May,  19^9° 

The  political  union  of  the  western  European  countries  has  been  talked 
about  for  some  time„   Churchill  was  in  favor  of  the  union  of  Britain  and 
France,  and  the  idea  of  a  Council  of  Europe  is  also  his.   In  .19^8  Bidault 
of  France  suggested  at  a  meeting  of  the  Brussels  Pact  representatives  the 
creation  of  a  European  Assembly,  representing  the  parliaments  of  Britain, 
France  and  the  Benelux  countries,  and  any  others  that  cared  to  join. 

By  the  Council  Statute  of  May,  19^9,  the  Council  of  Europe  was  set 
up  consisting  of  a  Committee  of  Foreign  Ministers  and  Consultation 
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Assembly,   The  number  of  members  from  the  different  countries  in  the 
Assembly  varies  with  +he?"r  size  and  importance,  from  eighteen  to  three. 
The  appointment  of  members  is  In   the  hands  of  the  parliaments  or  govern- 
ments of  the  countries  concerned..  The  real  power  of  the  Council  rests 
in  the  Committee  of  Foreign  MinisterSo 

Meetings  of  the  Council  have  taken  place  at  Stasbourg  and  Paris. 
Projects  for  practical  cooperation  have  been  discussed.  The  actual  ex- 
tent of  the  authority  of  this  Council  to  make  decisions  binding  on  the 
governments  of  the  participating  nations  is  not  clear. 

British  Becognition  of  China 

Britain's  foreign  policy  in  the  Far  East  is  chiefly  concerned  with 
the  Commonwealth  and  Empire  countries.   This  has  been  briefly  examined 
elsewhere.  The  recognition  of  the  new  Peoples'  Republic  of  China  in 
January,  1950^  was  certainly  influenced  by  Britain's  imperial  stake  in  the 
Far  East,  and  deserves  an  explanation.   In  addition  to  her  interest  in  the 
Far  east  colonial  possessions  and  in  the  countries  of  her  Commonwealth 
partners,  Britain  has  over  one  billion  dollars  invested  in  the  Chinese  main- 
lands  The  island  fortress  of  Hong  Kong  is  now  manaced  by  the  nearby  presence 
of  Chinese  communist  forces,   China  is  regarded  by  Britain  as  a  potential 
customer  for  Britain  goods.  Therefore,  to  protect  her  Chinese  investments, 
and  her  colony  of  Hong  Kong,  and  to  establish  a  goodwill  basis  for  trade 
relations  Britain  was  amongst  the  first  of  the  non-communist  countries  to 
recognize  the  government  of  Communist  China. 


2.   The  United  States 


(  a)   Domestic  Affairs 

At  home  the  United  States  was  at  the  close  of  V/orld  War  II  like 
other  countries,  intent  on  returuing  to  peace  time  conditions.   The  country 
was  intact  and  undamaged  by  the  war,  but  there  were  obstacles  in  the  road 
to  rehabilitation. 

Since  large  members  of  the  armed  forces  were  required  for 
occupied  countries,  rapid  demobilization  was  not  possible.   For  veterans 
returning  to  civilian  life,  government  aid  was  provided  for  further  education 
and  training  by  the  "G  I  Bill  of  Eights", 

With  the  removal  of  war  time  controls  prices  on  all  consumer 
goods  began  to  rise,  and  a  period  of  inflation  began  owing  to  a  scarcity  of 
goods  and  an  accumulation  of  purchasing  power. 

Dissatisfaction  with  the  level  of  peacetime  wages  and  the  rising 
cost  of  living  led  to  strikes  in  19^6-^9  in  the  steel,  automobile,  meat 
packing  and  other  industries,  and  many  services.   The  strength  of  the  trade 
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unions,  the  tight  labor  market  and  rising  prices  enabled  the  workers  to  obtain 
substantial  wage  increases.   So  powerful  had  the* unions  and  union  bosses  become 
that  government  measures  were  taken  to  protect  the  individual  right  to  work  with- 
out union  membership.   The  legislation  became  know  as  the  Taft-Hartley  Act.   Some 
of  the  main  provisions  of  the  Act  are; 

1.  The  closed  shop  'was  prohibited. 

2.  Unfair  labor  practices  were  barred. 

3-   A  cooling  off  period  was  provided  for  in  national  emergency  disputes. 
h.      Union  funds  were  not  to  be  used  for  political  purposes. 

The  effect  of  this  Act  was  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  amount  of 
strike  activity. 

The  problem  of  checking  inflatory  tendencies  without  provoking  a.n 
excessive  deflationary  movement  has  engaged  the  attention  of  all  groups  in  the 
post  war  period. 

The  Farm  Surplus  Question 

When  the  United  States  entered  World  War  II,  the  farmers,  who  had  reduced 
their  crop  output,  were  now  asked  to  expand  production  to  the  absolute  maximum.   The 
farmer  was  assured  by  the  government  that  his  produce  was  needed  and  that  a  reason- 
able price  would  be  offered.   In  fact  legislation  was  passed  in  19^2  guaranteeing 
price  support  at  a  high  level  on  all  important  crops  for  at  least  two  years  after 
the  war.   Further  legislation  was  passed  in  19^8  to  maintain  farm  prices  and  to 
provide  for  some  production  controls.  By  this  legislation  the  United  States  go- 
vernment has  purchased  and  stored  the  surplus  of  farm  products  at  high  support 
prices.   To  prevent  waste,  perishable  goods  thus  purchased  are  made  available  at 
no  charge  to  school  lunch  programs,  welfare  agencies  and  private  organizations 
ministering  to  the  needs  of  the  poor  at  home  and  abroad. 

Large  surpluses  have  piled  up  in  the  United  States  by  reason  of  a 
reduced  demand  for  these  goods  by  foreign  countries,  and  a  drop  in  home  consumption 
with  the  return  to  a  peace  time  economy.   Then,  too,  the  farmer  with  modern  machinery 
can  produce  a  larger  crop  with  less  man-power.   The  government  does  not  relish 
giving  the  total  purchase  of  surpluses  away,  thereby  losing  the  large  sum  of  money 
paid  to  the  farmers  for  the  goods.   If  the  surpluses  were  sold  at  home  on  the  open 
market,  prices  would  drop  and  the  whole  program  would  be  defeated.   If  sold  abroad 
these  goods  could  not  bring  the  high  price  paid  by  the  government,  which  is  above 
the  world  price.   There  is  the  example  of  the  shipment  of  Canadian  potatoes  into 
the  United  States  where  they  were  sold,  in  spite  of  the  tariff,  at  prices  lower 
than  those  on  homegrown  potatoes,  tons  of  which  were  being  sold  back  to  the  farmer 
at  one  cent  a  hundredweight  for  use  as  fertilizer  or  livestock  feed. 

Farm  supluses  have  become  a  serious  problem.  The  present  system  of 
subsidies  is  undoubtedly  costly  and  wasteful.  The  whole  policy  is  now  under  review, 
but  experts  do  not  look  for  any  quick  solution  to  the  problem. 

The  Presidential  Election,  19^8 

The  eyes  of  the  world  were  turned  on  the  election  campaign  for 
President  in  the  United  States  in  I9U8.   Leadership  in  world  affairs  as  well 
as  leadership  in  affairs  of  the  nation  is  expected  of  the  President  of  the  most 
powerful  of  the  democratic  countries. 
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The  Republican  candidate,  Mr„  Dewey  fought  his  campaign  on  the  issue  of 
national  unity.   He  stressed  reliance  upon  strict  government  economy  and  the  main- 
tenance of  freedom  of  production  from  governmental  interference.   Towards 
communism  Dewey  advocated  stern  measures  to  expel  it  from  the  country. 

President  Truman,  the  Democratic  candidate,  who  in  the  election  campaign 
appeared  to  be  running  second  to  Dewey,  pointed  to  his  efforts  to  stabilize 
farm  prices  by  government  subsidies.   He  asked  for  support  of  his  policy  of  an 
effective  price  control  and  a  program  of  social  security   Truman  had  considered 
sending  a  special  emissary  to  Moscow  in  an  attempt  to  end  the  deadlock  with 
Eussia,  and  although  the  idea  was  dropped  on  the  advice  of  Secretary  of  State 
Marshall,  it  pointed  to  Truman's  genuine  desire  to  seek  an  end  to  the  cold  war. 

The  results  of  the  November  election  gave  the  Democratic  party  a 
clear  majority  in  Congress.   President  Truman  was  elected.   In  the  House  of 
Eepresentatives  the  Democrats  had  263  seats  and  the  Eepublicans  I7I.   The 
Senate  was  now  composed  of  5^  Democrats  and  k-2   Eepublicans  = 

Special  Committee  on  un-American  Activities 

The  subversive  activities  of  communist  agencies  in  the  United  States  known 
to  be  behind  the  laDor  unrest  and  the  leakage  of  state  secrets  led  +0  the  setting 
up  of  a  Special  House  Committee  on  un-American  Activities,,   This  Commit+ee  has 
endeavored  to  expose  and  root  out  all  communist  activities  in  the  country-   The 
work  has  stirred  up  not  a  little  unpleasantness   The  conviction  of  Hiss,  a  prom- 
inent American  public  servant,  uncovered  the  extent  of  the  infiltration  of 
communist  agents  into  state  departments.   The  cross  examination  of  Hollywood  stars 
and  writers  and  the  few  convictions  that  followed  revealed  com.munist  activities  in 
the  film  industry..   To  combat  communism  in  other  places  civil  servants  and  tea- 
chers have  been  asked  to  take  an  oath  of  loyalty  to  the  state. 

(b)  The  Foreign  Policy  of  the  United  States 

Three  main  strands  are  distinguishable  in  the  foreign  policy  of  the  United 
States. 

(1)  Active  participation  in  the  affairs  of  Europe,  through  economic  aid, 
support  for  Western  European  union,  and  assurance  to  the  countries  of 
west  Europe  .hat  the  United  States  would  assist  them  in  case  of  aggres- 
sion „ 

(2)  Opposition  throughout  the  world  to  Eussia  and  communism,  backed  by 
economic  and  military  measures  -  the  Truman  Doctrine., 

(3)  Action  within  the  framework  of  the  United  Nations  to  assist  the  economic 
development  of  underdeveloped  areas  in  the  world,  know  as  the  Point  Four 
Program, 

In  Europe  American  policy  is  chiefly  centred  on  the  European  Eecovery  Plan, 
proposals  for  Western  European  Union  and  the  North  Atlantic  Treaty,   Behind  this 
peacetime  cooperation  with  the  European  nations  is  the  fear  of  Eussian  expansion 
and  communism. 
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The  European  Becovery  Plan  (ERP) 

Launched  in  19^8  as  a  four-year  program,  at  a  total  cose  of  about  $lU  hillion 
the  purpose  of  EEP  is  to  bring  goods  and  services  to  the  l8  national  units  of  Europe 
participating  in  the  pla 

The  prime  supporter  of  the  Plan  is  the  United  States,  but  Canada  and  Latin 
America  are  also  making  substantial  contributions. 

The  countries  receiving  EEP  aid  are:-  Austria,  Belgium,  Britain,  Denmark, 
France.  Western  Germany.,  Greece,  Iceland,  Ireland,  Italy.  Luxembourg,  the  Nether- 
lands, Noirway,.  Portugal,  Sweden,  Switzerland,  Trieste,  Turkey, 

The  flow  of  EEP  aid  has  succeeded  in  raising  the  standard  of  living  in  Western 
Europe  and  has  materially  aided  recovery  from  war  losses  and  damage   Improved 
living  conditions  and  brighter  prospects  have  given  the  people  the  will  to  resist 
communist  efforts  to  win  them  over  to  Communism.   EEP  has  served  to  stimulate  and 
revive  trade  among  the  western  European  countries   and  so  to  reduce  the  drain  on 
the  American  economy   This  has  been  accomplished  by  making  Marshall  aid  conditional 
upon  the  granting  of  credits  by  countries  with  a  favorable  trade  to  other  partici- 
pating countries. 

If  it  can  help  Europe  substantially  toward  world  recovery  it  will  have 
achieved  its  purpose.   The  experts  are  not  entirely  satisfied  with  the  results  to 
date.   No  country  likes  to  be  in  the  position  where  it  must  accept  aid  from 
another  country.   Although  the  participating  countries  have  cooperated  well  both 
in  their  use  of  the  EEP  aid  and  in  their  efforts  to  aid  each  other,  the  complexi- 
ties of  18  economic  systems,  each  with  its  particular  problems  and  background,  made 
the  EEP  a  most  difficult  project.   What  has  been  achieved  thus  far  is  possibly 
all  that  could  be  looked  for   The  breaking  down  of  age  old  barriers  cannot  be 
accomplished  in  two  years „ 

To  the  economic  assistance  of  the  EEP  the  United  States  added  military 
assistance  with  the  signi-'g  of  the  Atlantic  Pact  in  19i<-9-   This  treaty  has  already 
been  described  and  may  be  reviewed  at  this  poino -   The  signing  of  the  North  Atlantic 
Treaty  was  a  ...ew  departure  in  American  foreign  policy.   Up  u"i+il  this  time  the 
United  States  bad  followed  the  advice  of  George  Washington  that  all  permanent  all- 
iances should  be  avoided   This  change  in  policy  had  been  dictated  by  the  East-West 
spli+  in  the  United  Nations  and  the  resulting  deadlock  in  its  attempts  to  establish 
world  peace  and  security.   By  this  treaty  the  United  States  won  a  strong  partner  in 
wes-'er  ,.  Europe  and  in  tiirn  wes+ern  Europe  ^received  the  assurance  of  United  States 

mili  +  arv  aid.. 

t 

American  foreigji  policy  towards.  Asia  is  less  clean  cut  than  its  European 
policy.   In  Asia  a  np-^-;  ^-^-riicture  of  nations  is  being  raised,.   Colonial  empires 
have  fallen  and  new  i'ndepenitent  Jovereign  states  have  taken  their  place.   Until 
19^5  China  was  the  focax  po^.nt  of  American  policy  in  Asia  and  up  to  19^8  America 
gave  strong  support  to  the  Nationalists  under  Chiang  Kai-shek.   The  defeat  of  the 
Nationalists  at  the  hands  of  the  communists  in  China,  and  the  setting  up  of  the 
Pec'ple's  Eepublic  of  China  has  brought  about  a  review  of  American  policy  in  China. 
To  date  the  United  States  has  not  recogn.ized  the  new  Chinese  government,. 

The  United  States  has  played  a  lone  hand  in  the  rehabilitation  of  Japan  and 
south  Korea,   A  democratic  form  of  government  has  been  established  in  Japan,  and 
her  economy  is  being  rebuilt,  under  the  watchful  eye  of  the  United  States,  to 
prevent  the  revival  of  an  aggresive  Japan  that  would  once  more  overrun  the  Far  East. 
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In  south  Korea  the  United  States  assisted  materially  in  the  establishment 
of  a  democra+ic  government  and  dona-ted  large  sums  of  money  towards  the  economic 
re'-establishmer+  of  the  country.   American  troops  gave  early  and  timely  strength, 
directed  by  General  MacArthur^  to  the  south  Koreans  in  their  stand  against 
communist  invasion  from  north  Korea, 

The  Middle  East  has  presented  as  thorny  a  problem  to  the  United  States  as  it 
did  to  Great  Britain,   Sympathy  at  home  for  the  Jevish  refugees  prompted  the 
United  States  to  back  the  partition  of  Palestine,  and  the  establishment  of  +he 
new  Jewish  state  of  Israe]  ,.  but  ■+.te  desire  to  retain  the  support  of  the  Arabs 
because  of  the  need  for  continued  American  access  to  the  sources  of  oil  in 
Arabia  and  Persia  demanded  friendly  relations  with  the  Arabs »  The  United 
States  granted  a  large  loan  to  Israel  and  has  urged  Israel  to  make  certain 
concessions  to  the  Arabs  for  the  sake  of  better  relationships,, 

The  United  States,  as  champiai...  of  the  democracies  and  the  wealthiest  world 
power,  has  played  an  outstanding  roie  in  bhe  United  Nations  organization. 
Faith  in  the  United  Nations  to  establish  world  peace  has  been  declared  on  many 
ocjasions  by  leading  American  citizens.  Nevertheless  the  foregoing  brief  study 
reveals  the  tendency  of  the  United  States  because  of  steadfast  Soviet  opposition 
to  the  American  suggestions,  to  deal  directly  and  outside  the  framework  of  the 
United  Nations  with  those  countries  where  measures  of  major  importance  are 
concerned. 

The  H  Bomb 

In  this  present  age  the  production  of  deadlier  and  more  devasting  war  wea- 
pons is  almost  commonplace,  but  the  announcement  by  Truman,  in  January,  1950,  that 
the  United  States  had  decided  to  develop  the  hydrogen  bomb,  caused  some  concerUo 
Canadians  took  comfort  in  the  thought  that  it  was  the  Americans  and  no^  the 
Russians  that  had  it. 

The  reason  for  H'-bomb  production  lies  in  the  fact  that  Russia  is  now  in 
possession  of  A-bombs,   The  H-bomb  is  calculated  to  restore  the  arms  superiority 
of  the  United  States » 

The  effects  of  an  H-bomb  are  terrifying  to  contemplate-   It  is  now  possible 
to  produce  a  bomb  which  could  release  1,000  times  as  much  energy  as  the  Hiroshima 
bomb.   At  Hiroshima  the  radius  of  severe  damage  was  one  milej  this  H-bomb  would 
bring  destruction  to  buildings  in  a  radius  of  ten  miles.   The  blast,  the  heat  and 
the  nuclear  radiations  would  be  equally  intensified. 

The  question  raised  by  the  Americans  themselves  is:  -  "Can  we  who  have 
always  insisted  on  morality  and  human  decency  between  nations,  as  well  as  inside 
our  own  country,  introduce  this  weapon  of  total  annilatici..  into  the  world?". 
Some  advanced  the  reason  that  it  would  be  better  to  lose  life  than  iibertyo 
Others  were  convinced  that  the  only  justification  for  building  the  H-bomb  in 
America  was  that  thus  other  nations  might  be  deterred  from  using  it  against  the 
United  States,   In  other  words  America  is  in  the  position  to  pledge  not  to  use 
it  unless  aggressors  employ  it  against  America  or  her  allies. 
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(c)  The  Pan-American  Union 

The  Pan-American  Union  was 
originally  sponsored  by  the  Unit- 
ed States  government  to  promote 
trade  between  the  United  States 
and  Latin  America.   A  secretariat 
made  up  of  representatives  of  all 
member  countries  at  Washington 
serves  as  headquarters  for  the 
Union.   President  Roosevelt's 
"Good  Neighbor"  policy  changed  the 
general  atmosphere  of  the  Union 
but  did  not  alter  the  fact  thab 
the  United  States  is  the  largest 
and  wealthiest  member,  capable  of 
dominating  the  actions  and  policy 
of  the  Union. 

In  I9V7  representatives  of 
nineteen  American  republics  met  at 
Petropolis,  Brazil  to  consider  the 

question  of  the  defence  of  the  western  hemisphere  (see  map).   Agreement  was 
reached  at  this  conference  and  the  terms  were  set  down  in  a  pact  known  as  The 
Treaty  of  Bio  de  Janeiro,  often  referred  to  as  the  Eio  Pact.  The  treaty  was 
signed  by  representatives  of  19  republics.   It  was  a  regional  defence  agree- 
ment similar  to  the  North  Atlantic  Treaty,  consistent  with  the  purposes  and 
principles  of  the  United  Nations. 


WjEstern  hemisphere  defence 


The  important  features  of  the  Treaty  are:- 

1.  The  parties  condemn  the  threat  or  use  of  force. 

2.  They  agree  that  an  armed  attack  against  an  American  state  shall  be 
considered  as  an  attack  against  all  the  American  states.  Each  will 
assist  in  resisting  any  such  attack. 

3-   Each  country  shall  decide  for  itself  what  measures  it  shall  take  in 

fulfilling  its  obligations. 
k.      The  region  to  which  the  treaty  refers  is  contained  within  the  heavy 

line  on  the  map  of  the  western  hemisphere  -  from  the  North  to  the  South 

Pole. 

5.  The  consulting  body  is  the  Ministers  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  signa- 
tory states. 

6.  The  treaty  is  to  remain  in  force  indefinitely. 


3.  FRANCE 


The  Fourth  Republic 


When  France  was  overrun  by  the  German  army  in  19^0  and  the  allied  forces 
were  compelled  to  retire  to  regain  their  strength,  the  Third  Republic  lost  its 
identity  and  went  out  of  existence.  Under  Marshall  Retain  and  Pierre  Laval  a 
puppet  government  was  set  up  at  Vichy  over  unoccupied  France.   Deliverance 
came  in  V^hk   to  a  France  severely  battered  by  friend  and  foe  and  totally  dis- 
organized economically  and  politically.  The  road  to  recovery  has  been  long 
and  difficult  for  the  French  people,  but  there  are  outward  signs  of  progress 
in  1950  which  are  reflected  in  a  hopeful  and  more  confident  attitude. 
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The  most  serioiis  obstacle  on  the  road  to  recovery  was  the  Communist  dis- 
ruption that  spread  throughout  the  coun+ryo   Strikes  tore  the  country  from 
end  +o  end.  The  commu':.ist  parly,  having  the  largest  following  until  19^8,  was 
a  coTiatant  threat  to  the  political  structure  of  Frarce.   Communism  and  the 
despair  of  the  early  post-war  years  have  been  overcome  as  the  efforts  of  the 
people,  assisted  by  Marshall  Aid  from  the  UoS.,  have  been  directed  towards  recovery. 

The  tangle  of  political  parties  cannot  be  unravelled  and  examined 
closely  in  this  bulletin^   It  is  sufficient  to  note  that  there  are  nine  main 
parties  ranging  from  Communists  on  the  extreme  left,  with  the  Socialists  in 
the  Centre,  to  the  Conservatives  and  Ant i -Communists  on  the  Righto   The  terras 
Left,  Centre  and  Eight,  used  to  designate  these  parties  or  groups  of  parties, 
indicate  their  seating  positio^-S  in  the  Assembly, 

In  19^5  "the  French  people,  including  women  for  the  first  time,  went  to 
the  polls  to  elect  a  Constituent  Assembly,  whose  task  it  was  to  draw  up  a  new 
const  it ut lone  The  new  constitution,  approved  in  19^6,  ushered  in  the  Fourth 
Republic  of  France.   I"*  provides  for  a  National  Assembly  elected  by  the  people 
and  a  Council  of  the  Republic  elected  indirectly.   The  Presiderit  is  chosen  by 
the  two  houses  for  a  term  of  seven  years „   He  has  the  power  to  reserve  judge- 
ment on  any  legislation  and  to  ask  for  reconsideration.   The  Cabinet  consisting 
of  the  Premier  and  his  ministers,  resembles  that  of  Canada, 

While  added  power  was  given  to  the  President  by  the  new  constitution  the 
executive  remained  subordinate  •*  o  the  National  Assembly,   One  of  the  most 
notable  characterj sties  of  ^he   French  government  is  the  frequent  change  in 
cabinet-.   The  reason  for  tt.is  is  twofold.   In  the  first  place  one  party 
seldom  has  a  large  enough  majority  to  form  a  cabinet „  The  prime  minister  must 
form  a  -"oalltion  cabinet  from  the  parties  thai  are  prepared  to  work  with  him. 
These  coalitions  have  tended  to  fall  apart  when  confronted  with  a  crisis, 
necessitating  a  re-grouping  of  parties  imder  a  new  leader.   Secondly  the 
nature  of  the  constitution  tends  to  produce  frequent  cabinet  changes.   The 
French  cabinet  is  not  given  -^he   wide  power  that  is  granted  to  the  British  and 
Canadian  cabinets.   The  authority  of  the  Natio^.al  Assembly  is  such  that  it 
can  defeat  the  Cabinet  without  risking  a  general  election,   It  shou.ld  be  noted 
that  cabinet  reshuffles  are  not  as  disruptive  as  might  be  expected.   Ministers 
often  siirvive  several  crises,  retaining  office  u^ider  several  prime  ministers, 

French  Foreign  Policy 

In  a  world  of  uneasy  peace,  France  requires  above  all  security  from 
invasion.  Two  world  wars  have  taken  the  same  form.   There  was  aggression, 
the  partial  or  total  occupation  of  France,  the  slow  rallying  of  allies  and 
at  last  the  expulsion  of  the  enemy.   It  is  little  wonder  that  France  seeks 
to  keep  the  invader  at  bay. 

Despite  strong  communist  followings  amongsc  the  French  people,  France 
has  thrown  in  her  lot  with  the  West  Evropean  democracies,  with  them  has  re- 
ceived Marshall  Aid  from  the  United  Stages,  and  has  joined  the  Western  union, 
signing  both  the  Brussels  Pact  a'';d  the  North  Atlantic  Treaty 

The  unrelenting  attitude  of  France  towards  Germany,  modified  only  under 
pressure  by  Britain  and  the  United  States,  has  raised  many  difficulties 
in  the  settlement  of  the  German  problem.   DeGaulle,  President  of  France  in  19^5^ 
had  asked  for  permanent  occupation  of  the  Rhineland  and  the  separation  of  the 
Ruhr  and  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine  from  the  rest  of  Germany.  France  could  not 
be  allowed  to  pursue  this  harsh  policy,  if  Germany  was  to  survive  economically. 
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Both  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  have  bent  their  efforts  to  putting 
Vest  Germany  on  its  feet  again  so  that  it  can  hecorae  an  independent  sovereign 
na.tion  in  due  course.  The  Euhr,  which  France  feared  as  the  arsenal  of  the 
wehrmacht,  has  been  placed  under  international  control.  (See  Bulletin  No.  22 
for  a  fuller  discussion  of  this  point).  With  the  Saar,  France  has  been  more 
successful  in  having  her  way-   It  is  now  an  independent  Province  under  French 
control.  (See  Bulletin  23  for  a  description  of  the  developments  in  the  Saar). 

A  most  recent  bid  by  France  for  protection  against  any  future  German 
aggression  is  the  Schuman  Plan  for  the  Franco-German  pooling  of  coal  and 
steel  production.   Under  this  plan^  named  after  Mr.  Schuman,  the  French 
Foreign  Minister,  France  hopes  to  acquire  a  degree  of  control  over  the 
industries  most  vital  to  war.   The  plan  is  also  designed  to  encourage 
increased  production  and  to  bring  about  an  economic  union  as  far  as  these 
industries  are  concerned.  The  scheme  is  not  received  with  great  enthusiasm 
in  Great  Britain  where  these  vital  industries  have  already  been  nationalized. 
En  fact ,' coal  and  steel  mean  so  much  to  British  recovery  that  bhe  government 
could  not  permit  them  to  come  under  international  control. 

The  new  constitution  of  France  uses  the  term  "French  Union"  to  include 
France  and  her  overseas  empire,  consisting  chiefly  of  French  West  Africa, 
Madagascar,  and  French  Indo-China.  This  vast  empire  is  undergoing  changes 
similar  to  those  occuring  in  the  empires  of  Britain  and  Holland,   French 
possessions  in  India  have  been  relinquished  and  the  present  upheaval  in 
French  Indo-China  points  to  its  early  exit  from  the  French  Union.  Toward 
the  colonies  France  has  promised  an  enlightened  policy  which  undertakes  to 
increase  their  well-being  and  to  assure  their  security. 

D.   THE  FAR  EAST 

I.   China 


Before  examining  the  troubled  career  of  China  during  the  past  five 
years,  the  student  should  note  a  few  of  the  most  significant  steps  that  led 
to  the  civil  war  in  19^6: 

(a)  In  1912,  the  revolt  against  the  Emperor,  the  end  of  the  Manchu  dynasty, 
and  the  establishment  of  the  Chinese  Eepublic, 

(b)  In  1917.,  Sun  Yat-Sen,  leader  of  the  Nationalist  Party,  or  Kuomintang, 
set  up  his  parliament  at  Canton,   There  was  a  rival  government  in  the  north  at 
Peking o 

(c)  In  192^,  the  Kuomintang  is  reorganized  with  the  help  of  Soviet 
advisers. 

(d)  In  1926-27,  Chiang  Kai-Shek,  who  had  by  this  time  broken  with  the 
communists,  led  an  army  north  and  dispersed  the  government  at  Peking, 
changing  the  name  of  the  city  to  Peiping.   Chiang  Kai-Chek  now  established 
his  government  at  Nanking, 

(e)  In  1928,  the  Nanking  government  was  acknowledged  by  outside  powers. 

(f)  In  1931^  the  Chinese  communists  established  a  government  in  Kiangsi. 
Japan  seizes  Manchuria, 

(g)  In  1937?  the  two  rival  Chinese  parties  united  against  Japan. 

(h)  In  19^1-^5^  World  VJar  II,  during  which  the  Chinese  kept  up  a  guerrilla 
war  against  the  Japanese  in  China. 

The  Civil  War,  19^6-^9 ^ 

Unity   talks  between  the  Kuomintang  and  the   communists  began  early  in 
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19^^  when  the  Japanese  were  in  possess j.on  of  a  large  part  of  China,,  The 
two  parties  were  allied  against  a  common  enemy,  but  it  was  clear  to  Chinese 
leaders  that  each  party  was  fighting  for  a  different  purpose.   During  the  year 
following  V-J  Day,  American  diplomats,  supporting  the  Nationalist  party 
under  Chiang  Kai-Shek,  did  what  they  could  to  find  a  settlement,  but 
extremists  on  both  sides  would  not  sanction  a  compromise.   President 
Truman's  recommendations  were  for  a  coalition  government  that  would  give 
representation  to  all  major  parties  and  for  the  integration  of  all  Chinese 
troops  in  the  National  army.   Agreement  was  almost  achieved  but  lack  of 
mutual  confidence  led  to  a  final  breakdown  of  the  talks,  and  the  civil 
war  flared  up  in  Manchuria, 

The  first  phase  of  the  war  was  the  struggle  for  Manchuria,   The 
Communist  army,  under  Mao  Tse-tung,  was  concentrated  in  northern  China 
and  was  aided  in  the  early  steps  of  the  war  by  occupying  Eussian  forces. 
Chiang  Kai-5hek  was  convinced  that  the  war  might  be  lost  or  won  in  Man- 
churia, and  with  this  in  mind  he  sent  his  best  troops  and  equipment  into 
this  areac   At  first  the  communist  troops  were  driven  out  of  city  after 
city,  retreating  but  not  defeated.   In  19^7  "the  communists  took  the 
offensive  and  by  October,  19^8 ^  had  taken  Changchun  and  Mukden,  the  key- 
points  in  Manchuria.   This  was  the  beginning  of  the  end  for  the  Nationalist 
army.   Peiping  surrendered  in  January  19^9°   Chiang  Kai-Shek  offered  to 
discuss  peace  terms,  but  the  communists  were  no  longer  in  a  compromising 
frame  of  mind.   In  April  Mao  Tse-tung's  army  crossed  the  Yangtze  Eiver  and 
Nanking,  Hankow  and  Shanghai  fell  in  the  next  few  months.  While  communist 
forces  were  approaching  Ca.nton,  the  last  big  city  in  the  south  aside  from 
Hong  Kong,  Chinese  communists  proclaimed  the  establishment  of  the  People's 
Republic  of  China,   By  December  the  remn.ants  of  Chiang  Kai-Shek's  army  had 
abandoned  the  mainland  for  the  islar\ds  of  Hainan  and  Formosa,  and  the  civil 
war  had  been  won  by  the  communists. 

Reasons  for  the  Civil  V/ar 

In  seeking  the  reasons  for  the  civil  war  in  China  and  the  failure  of 
the  two  main  parties  to  agree  to  a  compromise  it  is  necessery  to  examine 
their  policies  with  respect  to  China's  vast  problems. 

In  the  first  place  it  is  important  to  know  that  ixi  the  phrase,  "Too 
many  people,  too  little  land"  lies  China's  basic  problem.   Something  like 
one-fifth  of  the  human  race  lives  in  China,  and  of  these  people  about  eighty 
per  cent  depend  on  agriculture  for  a  living.   Although  the  country  is  vast, 
relatively  little  of  the  land  is  suitable  for  agriculture.   The  average  size 
of  the  Chinese  farm  is  a  little  over  four  acres.  The  rich  productive  areas 
are  overcrowded  and  the  less  fertile  regions,  particularly  those  that  suffer 
from  drought  or  severe  floods,  while  less  crowded,  cannot  adequately  support 
the  population.  The  situation  was  made  worse  by  the  concentration  of  land 
ownership  in  the  hands  of  a  relatively  small  group  of  wealthy  landowners  who 
rented  the  land  to  the  peasants. 

The  Nationalist  government  lost  the  support  of  the  people  because  it 
was  unable  to  solve  any  of  the  urgent  problems  that  faced  the  country. 
Peace  and  unity  are  fundamental  to  better  living  conditions,  but  Chiang 
Kai-Shek  was  unable  to  establish  either.   There  was  confusion  and  disa- 
greement amongst  the  members  of  the  Nationalist  parcy,  which  prevented  any 
effective  action  on  the  part  of  the  government.  The  police'-  of  the  Nation- 
alists, had  they  been  powerful  enough  to  carry  it  out,  offered  no  relief 
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for  farmers  and  no  cure  for  inflation.   A  hungry  and  desperate  people,  vho 
for  the  past  twenty  years  had  suffered  all  the  privations  that  accompany 
civil  var  and  occupation  hy  an  aggressive  neighbour,  looked  for  some  assurance 
from  their  government  of  a  brighter  future  and  the  abolition  of  the  evils 
that  beset  the  existing  system, 

China  was  ripe  for  reform.  The  existing  government  was  unable  to  cope 
with  the  situation.   The  desperate  masses  looked  for  leadership  that  might 
bring  about  a  new  order.   Communism  thrives  on  such  conditions.  The  Chinese 
Communist  Party  led  by  the  vigorous  Mao  Tae-tung  had  a  plan  which  appealed 
to  the  peasantry.  The  core  of  the  plan  was  the  redistribution  of  land  to 
the  farmers  who  worked  it.  The  landless  peasants  were  to  be  given  the  land 
they  rented.   When  this  plan  was  put  into  operation  in  North  China,  it 
greatly  strengthened  the  Communist  cause.   By  such  means  the  Communists  were 
able  to  recruit  the  powerful  peasant  army  which  finally  drove  the  Nation- 
alists into  Formosa  and  put  the  Communist  party  in  control  of  the  whole 
country. 

Although  the  Chinese  people  have  withdrawn  their  support  of  the  Kuo- 
mintang,  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  they  have  given  it  whole- 
heartedly to  the  Communist  government.  Many  hope  that  the  new  regime  will 
bring  order  and  stability  to  the  affairs  to  the  country,  but  these  same 
people  may  have  no  strong  political  convictions. 

The  People's  Bepublic  of  China 

The  new  republic  is  a  People's  democratic  dictatorship  led  by  the  work- 
ing class,  an  alliance  of  peasants  and  workers.  These  are  the  people  who  are 
given  the  vote  and  are  privileged  to  elect  the  government.  The  people  are 
those  who  have  accepted  the  Communist  program.   All  others  have  no  status  as 
citizens. 

At  present  the  central  government  consists  of  communist  delegates,  re- 
presentatives of  the  various  geographical  regions  and  Communist  organizations. 
The  people  have  little  or  no  say  in  the  organization  of  this  government. 
The  power  of  government  is  concentrated  in  the  People's  Government  Council. 
This  body  of  fifty-six  members,  six  vice-chairmen  and  a  chairman  enacts  and 
interprets  the  law.   It  also  directs  the  activities  of  all  government  de-  ■ 
partments.  The  authority  of  this  body  reaches  right  down  go  the  local 
government . 

The  Chinese  Communists  have  not  attempted  to  wipe  ouc  the  Nationalists. 
Instead  they  are  depriving  of  power  all  who  are  opposed  to  Communism.  A 
well-organized  secret  police  has  been  established  to  deal  with  any  who  plot 
against  the  government. 

The  Chinese  people  are  exposed  to  every  kind  of  Communist  propaganda. 
Proppaganda  attacks  are  made  on  all  who  disagree  with  the  government.  Threats 
against  such  'enemies  of  the  state'  are  calculated  to  bring  everybody  into  line 
with  communist  thought.  By  every  means  available,  the  press,  radio,  the  screen, 
and  others,  the  Communists  are  spreading  the  gospel  of  Communism.  No  publica- 
tions that  criticize  the  government  are  printed. 

The  program  of  the  new  Chinese  government  calls  for  state  control  of  the 
major  industries  and  services,  increased  labor  organization,  socleJ  security 
measures  and  extensive  government  planning.  The  people  are  being  asked  to 
work  hard  and  to  avoid  waste.  The  rewards  offered  for  cooperation  are  in  the 
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future.   To  date  the  Communists  have  not  come  to  grips  with  China's  major  problems, 

For  Canadians  the  most  important  aspect  of  Chinese  affairs  is  the  rela- 
tionship between  China  and  Russiao   The  new  rulers  of  China  are  Communists,  but 
they  have  no+  been  directly  placed  in  con+rol  by  the  Soviet  Union.   They  have  been 
encouraged  by  Eussia  and  have  looked  to  that  country  for  guidance.   Close  ties 
exist  between  the  two  countrieSo  Recently  China  and  the  U.  S.vS.E.  signed  a 
thirty  year  alliance  in  which  they  pi.edged  active  support  for  each  other  in  the 
event  of  war.  To  what  extent  Mao  Tse-tung's  government  is  under  the  thumb  of 
the  Kremlin  is  difficult  to  estimate  a.t  this  point,  but  in  a  divided  world 
it  is  an  unpleasant  fact  for  -^he  western  democracies,  lined  up  with  the  United 
States  against  the  U=S,SoEo  and  her  satellites,  that  the  vast  country  of  China 
should  be  on  the  other  side, 

China  and  the  United  Nations 

Since  the  Communists  completed  their  conquest  of  China  nearly  a  year 
ago  the  meetings  of  the  Security  Council  and  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
United  Nations  have  been  disturbed  by  the  question  of  Chinese  representa- 
tion.  Until  now  the  defeated  Nationalists  only  are  represented,  and  the 
government  in  power  is  without  a  voice.  Whenever  the  matter  has  come  to  a 
vote  the  democracies  have  voted  against  the  admission  of  Communist  China. 
The  democratic  countries  are  reluctant  to  admit  a  victory  for  the  Communists 
at  a  time  when  a  large  percentage  of  the  United  Nations  member  nations  are 
supporting  with  arms  and  men  the  struggle  against  communist  aggression  in 
Korea, 


Japan 

The  survey  of  the  current  history  of  Japan  given  in  No.  25;,  Classroom 
Bulletin  on  Social  Studies,  pages  15-19 ?  covers  this  section  of  the  outline. 


India  and  Pakistan 


Hindu  India  and  Pakistan,  19^7 

AugT.iS+ ,  lO^Y,  saw  the  opening  of  a  new  chapter  in  the  history  of  India, 
Britain's  imperial  possessions  in  India  ceased  to  exists   They  were  replaced 
by  -two  S"^ates  wi+h  Dominion  sta+us,  Hindu  India,  and  the  Moslem  s+ a^*  e  of 
Pakistan,   By  the  Indian  I-idependenc^e  Bill  which  passed  through  the  British 
House  of  Commons  in  June^,  ^9^1,   the  Eri+ish  government  turned  over  to  the 
leaders  of  India's  most  powerful  religious  groups,  Jawaharlal  Nehru,  Hindu 
leader  and  Mohammed  Ali  Jinnah ,  Moslem  leader,  the  responsibili+y  of  govern- 
ment in  India, 

Behind  the  transition  lies  an  intricate  web  of  political,  religious, 
racial,  linguistic,  imperial  and  economic  factors  which  would  require  volumes 
to  explain.  Vie   shall  confine  ourselves  to  "the  broad  outline  of  even"*,  s  that 
mark  the  birth  of  the  two  stales.   Since  the  days  of  England's  roving  seamen - 
jn  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  when  the  East  India  Company  was  formed  in 
London  in  l600 ,  through  a  period  of  350  years  which  saw  the  spread  of  British 
control  with  which  we  connect  the  names  of  Lord  Cj^ive  and  Warren  Hastings, 
the  passing  of  the  India  Act  in  I858  which  transferred  the  authority  of  "the 
East  India  Company  to  the  British  Crown  and  the  appointment  of  a  Viceroy  to 
India  as  the  King's  deputy,  the  proclaiming  of  Queen  Victoria  first  Empress 
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of  India  In  I877  ,  xintil  the  farewell  address  of  Lord  Louis  Mountbatten,  the 
last  Viceroy  of  India^  in  August  19^7^  India  has  played  an  important  part  in 
the  economic  life  of  the  British  empire,  in  fact  she  has  been  aptly  called 
"the  brightest  jewel  in  the  imperial  crovn". 


British  India 

Until  August  19^7  India  was  made  up  of  British  India,  whose  16  provinces 
contained  5^  per  cent  of  Indian  territory,  about  76  per  cent  of  the  total 
population  and  a  large  share  of  the  natural  and  industrial  resources  of  the 
country.  The  remainder  was  known  as  the  Princely  States,  totalling  altogether 
562  states  and  estates  ruled  internally  by  Maharajas,  Bajas  and  Nawabs  with 
external  affairs  in  the  hands  of  the  British  government,.   The  two  new 
Dominions  were,  in  19^7?  carved  from  British  India  alone.   Viscount  Mount- 
batten  served  as  Governor-General  of  India,  and  Mohammed  Ali  Jinnah  as  the 
Governor-General  of  Pakistan.   Each  Dominion  faced  the  task  of  winding  up 
British  administration,   fixing  the  new  boundaries,  and  drawing  up  new  con- 
stitutions.  The  Dominions  were  free  to  rem.ain  as  members  of  the  British 
Commonwealth  as  Canada  is  today,  or  to  give  up  Commonwealth  ties  and  become 
independent  countries. 

The  Princely  States 

Britain  severed  her  relations  in  19^7  with  the  Indian  princes  whose  states 
cover  h^   per  cent  of  the  area  of  India  and  include  about  one  hundred 
million  persons.   These  native  rulers,  the  most  powerful  of  whom  ruled  the 
state  of  Hyderabad  with  an  area  of  83,000  square  miles  and  a  population  of 
sixteen  million,  were  now  legally  at  liberty  to  choose  independence  or 
union  with  India  or  Pakistan.   Some  of  them  announced  their  intention  of 
joining  one  or  other  of  the  two  Dominions,  and  Nehru,  the  Indian  leader 
expected  the  rest  to  make  a  similar  decision.   For  the  larger  and  wealthier 
native  states  there  were  circumstances  which,  so  far  as  the  princes  were 
concerned,  favored  independenceo   In  some  cases  the  ruler  was  not  of  the 
same  religion  as  the  majority  of  his  people.   For  example,  the  Nizam  of 
Hyderabad  was  a  Moslem  while  the  sixteen  million  persons  he  governed  were 
predominantly  Hindu,   Again,  some  of  these  larger  principalities  had  already 
developed  enlightened  systems  of  government  and  well  organized  educational 
and  social  services,  as  good  as  and  perhaps  better  than  India  or  Pakistan  would 
offer.   Nevertheless,  it  would  seem  that  serious  political  tensions  might  arise 
if  any  of  the  princely  states  attempted  to  establish  complete  independence. 
Nehru  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  he  would  regard  any  recognition  of  such 
independence  by  outside  powers  as  an  unfriendly  act.   Much  depended  upon  the 
progress  the  two  dominions  made  towards  establishing  stable  governments. 


Hindu  India 

The  new  India  embraces  the  mainland  of  India,  including  Madras,  Bombay, 
the  Central  Provinces,  the  United  Provinces,  Bihar,  Orissa,  parts  of  the 
Punjab  and  Bengal  and  the  princely  states  within  the  area.   This  division 
gives  Hindu  India  a  compact  zone,  containing  a  large  proportion  of  the 
population,  and  the  bulk  of  India's  natural  and  industrial  wealth.   By 
reason  of  her  geographical  position  India  may  become  the  important  commercial 
centre  of  Asia.   Unfortunately  this  division  included  about  twenty  million 
Moslems  within  the  Hindu  state. 
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Paklstar'.  or  Moslem  India 

Pakistan,  is  made  up  of  tvo  Moslem-majority  zones,  one  in  the  extreme 
northeact  and  the  other  in   the  extreme  northwest.   The  provinces  involved 
In  the  northeast  are  those  of  Assam  and  Bengal  and  in  the  northwest  those  of 
Baluchistan,  Sind,  and  the  Northwest  Frontier  ProvinceSo   The  provinces  of 
Bengal  and  Punjab  in  which  the  Moslems  have  only  a  slight  majority  were 
divided  between  the  two  Dominions,  This  division  in  Bengal  robbed  Pakis+an 
of  the  port  of  Calcutta  and  most  of  the  natural  wealth  of  the  province- 
Because  the  partition  of  India  into  Hindustan  and  Pakistan,  wherever  the 
agreed  boundaries  were  set,  was  almost  bound  to  incl-jde  Moslems  in  the  Hindu 
state  and  vice  versa^  ihere  were  large  scale  movements  of  persons  in  Ir.vdia 
as  the  transmigration  of  Moslems  from  Hindustan  to  Pakistan  and  of  Hindus  from 
Pakistan  to  Hindustan  took  place.-   Pakistan,  as  a  Moslem  state  will  doubtless 
form  close  ties  with  the  Arab  league  of  Moslem  countries. 

The  Problems  of  Partition  and  British  Withdrawal 


In  addition  to  the  difficulties  already  mentioned  the  partition  of  India 
into  two  states  and  the  withdrawal  of  British  administration  involved  many 
other  knotty  problems , 

Civil  administration  which  has  hitherto  had  a  strong  British  frame- 
work passed  into  the  hards  of  less  experienced  Indian  civil  servants^  The 
importance  of  an  efficient,  honest  and  strong  civil  administration  must 
never  be  underestimated.   How  will  the  Indian  railway,  built  to  serve  India 
as  a  whole,  be  divided?  Will  the  telegraph  and  postal  services  work  smoothly 
in  two  units?  Can  the  +vo  par-*  s  of  Pakista.n,  separated  by  nearly  a  thousand 
mil.es  of  Hindu  India,  be  administered  without  friction?  The  partition  of 
provinces  as  in  +,he  case  fo  t-he  Punjab  and  Bengal  will  mean  the  disruption  of 
all  administra+ ive  and  social  services,  and  will  involve  a  canal  system  and 
electricity  su.pplies.  These  are  some  of  the  most  obvious  problems  that  the 
two  states  must  solve.  There  are  many  others.   Nationalist  leaders  in  India 
who  have  fought  for  independence  understood  fully  the  resporsibilities  bhat 
accompanied  independence  and  were  prepared  to  face  them. 

The  Republic  of  India.  10^0 o 

The  Eepublic  of  India,  in  1950,'.  led  by  Prime  Minister  Nehru,  is  rapidly 
becoming  a  power  of  major  importance  in  Asia,  The  Asians  are  determined  to  run 
Asia,  and  India  has  shown  marked  leadership  in  carrying  out  this  policy, 
European  countries  are  vitally  concerned  in  this  movement  because  it  marks  the 
end  of  European  imperialism  in  the  Far  East;  and  the  Asian  courtries,  having 
taken  on  heavy  responsibilities  at  a  time  when,  the  whole  world  is  slowly 
recovering  from  a  long,  exhausting  war,  will  need  the  sympathetic  support 
of  the  great  powers,  if  they  are  to  become  independen.t  and  not  merely 
pawns  of  overpowering  neighbours. 

This  division  of  British  India  on  a  religious  basis  has  meant  the 
transfer  of  ten  million  people.  The  Hindus  have  driven  out  five  million 
Moslems  from  Hindu  India  and  in  return  the  Moslems  have  expelled  the  same 
number  of  Hindus  from  Palcistan,   This  mass  movement  of  people  has  inflicted 
a  great  deal  of  "misery  o'n~tJKese"  refugees  and  has  given  the  governments  a 
heavy  task  in  feeding,  sheltering  and  resettling  these  evacuees.  The  cost 
in  human  life  and  money  h.as  bee"',  l^igh,  a^d  the  harsh  treatment  offered 
■*hese  refugees  has  -^.ot  tended  to  make  the  two  peoples  good  neighbours,- 
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The  partition  has  brought  economic  trouble  for  India,  because  the  new 
frontiers  cut  across  the  whole  industrial  life  of  the  former  India,   Jute- 
and  cotton-growing  areas  were  cut  off  from  their  milling  areas,  some  rail- 
ways from  coal  sources,  markets  from  commercial  centres,  populated  areas 
from  wheat  plains.   India  is  faced  with  a  food  deficit  and  a  rapidly  in- 
creasing population.   Against  these  the  government  must  balance  its 
promise  to  provide  a  better  living  for  the  people  than  they  had  lander 
alien  rule. 

Until  January,  1950,  India  was  a  Dominion  within  the  Commonwealth.   It 
became  on  January  26,  1950^  the  Republic  of  India,  otill  retaining  member- 
ship in  the  Commonwealth.  The  new  Indian  constitution  provides  for  a  federal 
government,  comparable  to  that  of  Canada,  a  president,  and  a  two-chamber 
legislature.   In  each  of  the  states  or  provinces  there  will  be  legislatures 
similar  to  our  provincial  legislatures.  There  is  to  be  full  protection  for 
non-Hindus  and  "untouchability"  is  abolished. 

The  Princely  States  of  which  about  500  are  within  Indian  territory  have 
been  a  special  problem   Nehru  has  been  determined  to  extend  the  authority 
of  the  central  government  over  these  state e  once  ruled  by  Indian  princes. 
The  Nizam  of  Hyderabad,  ruler  of  the  largest  Princely  State  refused  to  co-operate 
with  Nehru,   Consequently  the  Indian  army  was  sent  into  the  Princely  State  in 
19^8  and  a  military  government  was  forced  on  Hyderabad. 

Boundary  problems  usually  arise  when  a  country  is  divided  into  two  separate 
countries.   In  this  case  it  is  the  northern  state  of  Kashmir  that  is  in  dispute. 
The  maharaja  has  made  terms  with  India  but  Pakistani  tribesmen  have  entered  the 
state  and  the  Pakistan  government  lays  claim  to  at  least  part  of  the  state, 
because  of  the  Moslem  majority  of  the  population.  The  case  has  been  argued  be- 
fore the  United  Nations  and  a  Commission  is  now  working  to  settle  the  question. 
At  present  the  Indian  and  Pakistani  troops  in  Kashmir  are  obeying  a  United 
Nations  cease-fire  order,  while  provisions  are  being  made  to  allow  the  people 
of  Kashmir  to  decide  for  themselves  as  to  which  country  their  state  would  join. 

Could  India  become  a  republic  and  remain  a  member  of  the  Commonwealth?  This 
question  was  discussed  and  answered  at  the  conference  of  Commonwealth  Prime 
Ministers  in  April  19^9*   India  could  do  away  with  the  British  Crown  as  symbol  of 
its  own  national  sovereignty  but  acknowledge  the  King  as  "  the  symbol  of  the  free 
association  of  independent  member  nations"  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  present  Indian  government,  while  facing  its  current  problems  manfully, 
looks  to  a  bright  future  for  India.   It  has  in  mind  expanded  industries  and 
greatly  improved  living  conditions  for  its  people,   Nehru  wants  to  see  the 
Asian  countries  developed  not  only  for  their  own  good  but  in  the  interest  of  the 
whole  world.  To  this  end  he  is  taking  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the  United 
Nations. 

The  Dominion  of  Pakistan 

Pakistan  in  1950,  consists  of  two  widely  separated  zones  in  the  north  of  the 
subcontinent  of  India.   Its  people  are  held  together  by  a  common  faith,  the  Moslem 
religion.  Food  growing  areas  are  plentiful  in  Pakistan  but  it  lacks  other 
natural  resources  and  its  industries  are  underdeveloped.   Many  of  its  present 
problems  are  similar  to  those  of  India.  To  these  must  be  added  a  distrust  of  its 
powerful  neighbour,  India.   It  was  the  Moslem  League  under  the  inspired  leader- 
ship of  Mohammed  A,  Jinnah,  who  has  since  died,  that  brought  about  the  formation 
of  Pakistan. 
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The  constitution  of  Pakistan  provides  for  a  federal  government,  a 
governor  general,  a  two-chamber  central  legislature  with  legislative  bodies 
in  each  of  the  states  similar  to  our  provincial  legislatures.   The  chief 
difference  between  the  constitutions  of  India  and  Pakistan  is  that  the 
latter  retains  its  dominion  status.   The  handful  of  Princely  States  within 
the  borders  of  Pakistan  have  not  been  incorporated   into  the  central  govern- 
ment. The  heads  of  the  governments  in  both  India  and  Pakistan  have  until 
now  exercised  strong  authority.   Popularly  elected  governments  have  not  yet 
functioned  in  either  country. 

Economically  Pakistan  is  in  a  favourable  position.  The  territory 
allotted  to  her,  while  it  includes  no  commercial  deposits  of  coal  or  iron  and 
few  manufacturing  industries,  does  include  broad  plains  producing  jute,  cotton, 
wheat,  tea,  wool  and  hides  quantities  of  which  are  exported,  and  these  exports 
permit  the  importation  of  wares,  including  industrial  machinery,  that  Pakistan 
cannot  produce.   Unfortunately  the  unrest  in  Pakistan  and  India  has  led  to  an 
armaments  race  which  neither  country  can  afford  so  that  budgets  have  included 
substantial  sums  for  defence  that  might  have  been  put  to  other  purposes. 

Having  achieved  her  independence  Pakistan's  chief  concern  as  a  small 
country  is  security.   On  many  international  matters  Pakistan  has  sided  with  India, 
but  has  established  friendly  relations  with  countries  that  might  be  helpful  to 
her,  such  as  the  Arab  States,  with  which  she  has  a  religious  bond,  the  Common- 
wealth and  the  United  States,  both  of  which  may  be  looked  upon  as  strong  allies. 

The  Delhi  Pact 

The  mounting  tension  between  India  and  Pakistan,  caused  by  the  Kashmir 
crisis,  trade  disputes,  and  Hindu-Moslem  riots,  which  might  have  led  to  a  full- 
scale  war  between  the  two  countries,  was  relieved  by  the  signing  of  the  Delhi 
Pact  in  1950 »   A  great  deal  of  credit  is  due  to  the  prime  ministers,  Niaquat 
Ali  Khan  of  Pakistan  end  Jawaharla  Nehru  of  India,  for  the  clear  headed  states- 
manship in  avoiding  a  war. 

The  substance  of  the  Pact  is  contained  in  the  opening  sentence,  which 
reads  as  follows:  "  The  Governments  of  India  and  Pakistan  solemnly  agree  each 
shall  insure  to  the  minorities  throughout  its  territory  complete  equality  of 
citizenship,  irrespective  of  religion,  a  full  sense  of  security  in  respect  of 
life,  culture,  property  and  personal  honor,  freedom  of  movement  within  each 
country,  freedom  of  occupation,  speech  and  worship,  subject  to  law  and  morality," 

The  Philippine  Bepublic 

A  little  more  than  four  years  ago,  in.  July  19^6,  the  Philippine  Islands 
became  an  independent  nation.   Their  achievement  of  freedom  from  colonial  rule 
has  been  a  spur  to  other  peoples  In  the  Far  East  who  are  making  a  similar  bid  for 
political  freedom.   Since  1899^  as  a  result  of  the  Spanish-American  War,  the 
Philippines  had  been  governed  by  the  United  States,   There  had  always  been 
strong  opposition  to  American  rule  and  an  ardent  desire  for  independence  by 
many  of  the  Filipinos,  but  not  until  193^  were  they  given  a  definite  promise 
of  freedom,  when  the  United  States  Congress  passed  a  Bill  which  provided  for 
Philippine  independence  after  a  waiting  period,  during  which  the  Filipinos  were 
to  rule  themselves  under  United  States  supervision. 
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The  war  upset  this  plan,  leaving  the  Philippines  a  scene  of  desolation 
and  death.   The  accounts  of  hard  fougirit  battles  between  United  States  troops 
and  the  Japanese  are  still  fresh  in  our  minds.   For  the  Filipinos  these  battles 
meant  death  for  hundreds  of  thousands  of  their  people,  the  destruction  of 
buildings  and  industrial  equipment  and  commercial  stagnation. 

Manuel  Roxas  undertook  a  heavy  task,  when  as  president,  he  headed  the 
first  Filipino  government  in  19^6.  To  the  inexperience  of  a  young  country 
were  added  internal  opposition  and  the  reconstruction  of  a  war-torn  country. 
Four  years  of  self-government  ha,ve  proved  to  the  Filioubis  that  independence  is 
fraught  with  many  problems.   Malcontents  accuse  their  government  oi  incom- 
petence and  graft.   They  are  dissatisfied  with  the  amount  of  war  damages  paid 
by  the  United  States.   They  claim  that  the  620  million  dollars  paid  by  the 
United  States  will  only  meet  a  fraction  of  the  cost  of  reconstruction.  They 
feel  that  there  are  still  too  many  commercial  ties  with  the  United  States,  which 
do  not  leave  the  Filplnos  free  to  manage  their  own  affairs.   They  are  opposed 
to  the  agreement  under  which  the  United  States  is  permitted  to  establish  naval, 
military  and  air  bases  in  the  Philippines  which  involves  the  presence  of  United 
States  armed  forces  on  the  islands. 

These  are  valid  criticisms,  but  they  represent  only  one  point  of  view-   The 
Philippine   government  may  not  have  done  all  that  was  expected  of  it ,  but  perhaps 
it  is  inevitable  for  a  young  government  to  make  mistakes.   Americans  still  have 
a  big  staJke  in  the  Philippine  industry  and  commerce,  and  naturally  want  to  pro- 
tect their  financial  interests.  The  United  States'ihas '  long  been  the  best 
customer  of  the  Philippines,  taking  90  per .cent  of  their  export  trade.   To  assist 
the  rehabilitation  of  Philippine  trade  the  United  States  has  agreed  to  place  no 
tariffs  on  Philippine  goods  entering  the  United  States  for  eight  years  and  during 
an  additional  20  years  after  that  tariffs  will  be  charged  gradually.   If  the 
presence  of  United  States  armed  forces  is  regarded  as  a  threat  to "Philippine 
independence  by  some,  many  others  remember  their  helplessness  in  the  time  of 
the  Japanese  invasiort  and  welcome  United  States  protection. 


Civil  War        ,  ,    , 

Today  a  civil  war  is  raging  between  the  government  forces  of  the  Eepublic 
and  the  Communist-led  "People's  Army  of  Liberation".  This  army  has  been  recruited 
from  the  ranks  of  the  discontented  peasantry,  who  are  protesting  against  the 
hesitancy  of  the  government  to  provide  some  measure  of  land  reform,  which  will 
improve  the  conditions  of  the  landless  peasants. 

Indonesia 


Indonesia  is  one  of  the  new  names  to  appear  in  the  Far  East.   It  applies  in 
general  to  that  group  of  islan.ds  formerly  called  the  Dutch  East  Indies  which  lies 
along  the  equator  between  Australia  and  the  mainland  of  Asia  and  includes  Sumatra, 
Java,  Borneo,  Celebes,  and  Dutch  New  Guinea.   These  islands  with  a  population  of 
70  million  have  immensely  rich  natural  resources.   The  fertile  soil  and  hot, 
humid  equatorial  climate  provide  an  abundance  of  tropical  products.  A  list  of  these 
products  indicates  how  essential  they  are  to  our  modern  economy:   cinchona  bark 
for  quinine,  rubber,  tin,  pepper,  sugar,  oil,  tea,  rice,  coffee,  cotton,  fruit, 
hard-woods,  copra  and  tobacco. 

To  the  prosperity  of  the  people  of  Holland,  who  had  invested  about  one  and 
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a  half  billion  dollars  to  develop  the  natural  wealth  of  their  colonies 
these  islands  were  of  vital  importance.  Each  year  the  Dutch  investment 
yielded  profits  amounting  to  I50  million  dollars. 

The  produce  of  the  fertile  soil  and  luxurious  forests  of  these  islands- 
is  exported  as  raw  material  to  be  manufactured  in  other  countries  into  manu- 
factured goods.  There  is  very  little  industrial  development  in  Indonesia, 
The  natives  are  chiefly  farmers  and  agricultural  workers,  although  there  are 
some  fishermen  along  the  coasts,  and  a  small  percentage  of  craftsmen,  carp- 
enters, weavers  and  metal  workers. 

Ruled  by  a  succession  of  conquerors,  the  peoples  of  the  Dutch  East 
Indies  have  for  the  past  3OO  years  been  governed  by  the  Dutch  whose  energy 
and  resourcefulness  have  made  these  Islands  one   of  the  world's  greatest 
tropical  storehouses.  In  19^2  the  Japanese  drove  out  the  Dutch  an.d  occupied 
the  islands,  Holland  was  unable  to  shield  her  colonies  because  the  home 
country  was  already  occupied  by  the  Germans „  The  natives  themselves  were  no 
match  for  the  hignxy  organized  Japanese  war  machine.   It  was  during  this 
period  of  occupation  that  the  Netherlands  goverr^me:  t  promised  the  Indonesians 
their  freedom  when  the  war  had  come  to  an  end,  Bearing  in  mind  this  promise 
of  freedom  and  the  promises  of  freedom  which  their  neighbours  had  also  been 
given,  the  Indonesians,  who  under  Japanese  rule  had  been  inspired  by  the  slogan 
"Asia  for  the  Asiatics",  when  liberated  in  August  1Q^5>  demanded  their  inde- 
pendence at  once.  An  Independent  Republic  of  Indonesia  was  proclaimed  ,  with 
its  capital  at  Jakarta  (formerly  Batavia),  under  the  presidency  of  Dr„  Soekarno, 
a  native  leader  who  was  strongly  opposed  to  Dutch  rule.  Armed  resistance  was 
put  up  by  the  natives  to  British  and  Dutch  forces  which  had  been  sent  to 
disarm  the  Japanese. 

In  November,  19^6,  a  truce  was  declared  and  the  Dutch  and  Indonesian 
leaders  met,  with  Lord  Killearn  as  mediator,  to  settle  the  details  of  a  plan 
which  would  free  the  islands  from  Dutch  rule.  The  meeting  took  place  at 
Cheribon,  on  the  north  coast  of  Java,  near  Batavia,  and  after  four  months  of 
discussion  and  planning  the  Cheribon  Agreement  was  finally  drafted  which  made 
provision  for  the  UnitedStates  of  Indonesia  which  was  to  comprise  three  states; 

(1)  the  Republic  of  Indonesia,  made  up  of  Java,  Madura  and  Sumatra; 

(2)  Borneo?  and  (3)  East  Indonesia  made  up  of  Celebes,  the  Moluccas  and  Dutch 
New  Guinea,  Each  state  was  to  have  local  self-government  with  a  federal  govern- 
ment to  look  after  the  joint  interests  of  the  United  States  of  Indonesia  which 
in  turn  would  be  linked  to  the  Netherlands  in  a  new  imperial  partmership  known 
as  the  Netherlands-Indonesian  Union,  All  was  to  be  ready  to  put  this  new  plan 
into  effect  on  January  1,  19it-9,  The  establishment  of  provisional  governments 
produced  difficulties.   So  too  did  the  attempt  to  run  a  combined  Dutch-Indon- 
esian police  force.  But  the  mos+  hotly  disputed  point  was  over  the  right  of  the 
Indonesian  Republic  to  control  the  export  of  goods  from  its  territory.  The  Dutch 
flatly  refused  to  permit  the  Indonesians  to  export  rubber,  oil  and  other  products. 
They  claimed  that  these  goods  coming  from  Dutch-owned  plantations  did  not  belong 
to  the  Republic^  The  Indonesians,  in  turri,  refused  to  return  the  large  estates 
to  their  owners  unless  native  workers  were  given  larger  wages. 

The  accumulation  of  differences  of  opinion,  bickerings  and  misunderstandings 
led  to  open  war  in  July  19^4-7,  when  the  Dutch  army  eager  to  protect  the  interests 
of  the  mother  country  struck  at  the  defiant  na+.ives,  who  in  turn  were  determined 
to  win  self-rule  and  independence.  The  well-equipped  Dutch  forces  made  speedy 
headway  in  their  attempt  -to  bring  the  Indonesians  to  task,  but  the  Re[:ublicans 
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were  mobilizing  guerrilla  bands  to  wear  down  the  Dutch  in  a  long  fight.   The 
Indonesians  also  threatened  to  adopt  a  scorched-earth  policy  by  setting  fire  to 
warehouses,  rubber  estates,  and  oil  fields „   In  two  weeks  of  fighting  the  Dutch 
had  gained  control  of  most  of  the  important  ports  and  coastal  towns. 

On  August  h,    19^7;  the  cease  fire  order  was  given,  on  both  sides.   The  United 
Nations  Security  Council  had  successfully  intervened,  ordering  the  warring  parties 
to  cease  hostilities.   Both  Australia  and  India  had  appealed  to  the  United  Nations 
Security  Council  whose  task  it  is  to  keep  peace  among  the  nations.   Acting 
therefore  under  Article  39  of  the  Charter  of  the  United  Nations,  the  Security 
Council  considered  it  their  duty  to  halt  "the  threat  to  peace". 

The  Bepubllc  of  the  United  States  of  Indonesia 

A  round  table  conference  at  the  Hague,  called  together  through  the  offices  of 
the  United  Nations  saw  the  final  reconciliation  of  the  Dutch  and  the  Indonesians. 
Dutch  officials  and  Indonesian  Eepublic  leaders  sat  down  with  members  of  the 
United  Nations  Commission  for  Indonesia  and,  after  several  months  of  negotiations, 
a  charter  was  signed.   The  Hague  Agreement  brought  into  being,  in  December,  19^9^ 
the  Eepublic  of  the  United  States  of  Indonesia  comprising  the  former  Dutch  East 
Indies  with  the  exception  of  Dutch  New  Guinea,  which  is  retained  by  the  Dutch 
Crown  for  another  year,  after  which  the  question  of  the  sovereignty  of  this  terri- 
tory will  be  reopened.   It  also  provided  for  the  Netherlands  -  Indonesian  Union, 
an  association  of  the  Kingdom  of  the  Netherlands  and  the  new  United  States  of 
Indonesia  resembling  the  Commonwealth,   The  purpose  of  this  Union  is  co-operation 
by  partners  for  the  promotion  of  their  common  Interests  chiefly  in  foreign  relations 
and  defence,  and  when  necessary,  in  matters  of  finance  and  ccmmerce. 

Considerable  credit  must  be  given  to  the  United  Nations  Commission  for  the 
final  settlement  of  the  Indonesian  problem.-   When  deadlocks  occurred  at  the 
Hague  Conference  the  Commission  offered  suggestions  which  helped  both  sides 
to  reach  a  compromise.  The  agreements  signed  at  the  Hague  are  not  entirely 
satisfactory  to  either  side»   The  Indonesians  would  like  to  have  Included  Dutch 
New  Guinea  in  the  new  republic,  but  the  Dutch  held  out  for  the  retention  of  this 
territory  to  appease  that  section  of  the  Dutch  people  opposed  to  the  loss  of 
this  vast  island  empire. 

The  structure  of  the  provisional  government  closely  parallels  that  of  the 
United  States.,   There  is  a  president  and  a  two-chamber  legislature,  the  lower 
chamber  consisting  of  representatives  from  each  of  the  sixteen  federal  states, 
Wl+hin  the  next  year  a  popularly  elected  assembly  will  draft  a  permanent  constltu.- 
tlon. 


Problems  Facing  the  New  Eepublic 

The  E,UoS.I.  is  made  up  of  sixteen  states  whose  boundaries  are  not  clearly 
defined  and  whose  70  million  people  have  several  differe.nt  languages,  religions 
and  cultures.   Settling  state  boundaries  will  raise  many  problems.   Japanese 
occupation  and  post-war  figh.ting  between  the  Dutch  and  the  Indonesians  has 
seriously  disrupted  the  economy  of  the  republic.   The  restoration  of  law  and 
order,  the  rehabilitation  of  industry  and  commerce  and  the  raising  of  the  stand;^rd 
of  living  of  the  people  are  heavy  tasks  for  a  new  and  inexperienced  government , 
Although  the  new  Eepublic  has  been  set  up  as  a  federal  state,  there  is  at  present 
a  strong  movement  afoot  to  unify  the  Eepublic  under  one  government. 
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French  Irdo-Chi^^.a 


French  Indo-China  comprises  Tongklng,  Laos,  Annam,  Cochinchina  and 
Cambodia.  During  World  War  II  the  country  was  occupied  by  the  Japanese  who, 
in  19^5 9  declared  it  independent  of  France.  France  at  this  time  was  also 
occupied  and  in  no  position  to  bargain  with  her  colonies.   However,  the  French 
governmen,-^  did  express  a  willingn.ess  to  grant  autonomy  to  Indo-China  provided 
French  interests  could  be  controlled  by  France, 

When  Japan  collapsed  on.  V-J  Day,  in, August,  19^5 >  and  before  French 
officials  and  French  forces  could  reach  Indo-China,  the  Bepublic  of  Viet 
Nam,  made  up  of  the  Annamese  coun-fries  of  Tongking,  Annam  and  Cochinchina,  was 
set  up  with  its  capital  at  Hanoi,   On  the  arrival  of  British  and  French 
forces,  Japar.ese  and  Vietnamese  forces  were  disarmed.   Negotiations  took  place 
between  the  French  and  the  Vietnamese  resulting  in  an  agreement  signed  at 
Hanoi  whereby  the  Republic  of  Viet  Nam  was  recognized  as  a  free  state  with 
its  own  government  and  array,  but  forming  a  part  of  an  Indochinese  Federation 
still  under  the  French  flago   Renewed  trouble  began  over  Cochinchina,  a 
rich  agricultural  area,  considered  a  part  of  the  Republic  of  Viet  Nam 
by  the  Vietnamese  but  as  a  separate  state  by  the  French,  who  recognized 
under  the  puppet  government  of  Dr.  Thinn,  a  Republic  of  Cochinchina. 
Laos  and  Cambodia  are  at  present  ruled  by  native  princes  and  are  knovn  as 
the  Kingdom  of  Laos  and  the  Kingdom  of  Cambodia  respectively  but  in  Laos 
there  is  a  group  which  wants  political  freedom  and  a  republican  form  of 
government , 

Since  19^5 >  when  the  Vietnamese  proclaimed  the  Republic  of  Viet -Nam  it 
has  had  as  President,  Ho  Chi  Minh,  leader  of  the  strongest  national  group 
called  Vletminh   president  Ho  is  a  Moscow-trained  Communist,  but  his  coali- 
tion government  included  all  parties  from  communists  to  royalists  supporters. 
National  elections  were  held  in  19^6  and  a  democratic  constitution  was  adopted. 
The  French  occupied  the  major  towns  and  scattered  military  outposts  but  the 
res+  of  Viet' Nam  was  in  Republican  b.a^.ds.   Scattered  fighting  between  the 
French  and  the  people  of  Indo-China  had  been  going  on  since  19^6. 

To  br-eak  this  deadlock  the  French  negotiated  a  treaty,  not  with  President 
Ho,  but  with  Bao  Dai,  the  ex-emperor  of  Annam  who  had  once  been  adviser  to 
President  Ho  and  had  ruled  over  Annam  now  part  of  Viet-Nam,   Bao  Dai  retiirned 
to  Indo-China,"  as  emperor'  over  an  enlarged  Viet-Nam,  now  including  Cochin- 
china,  but  sovereignty  was  shared  with  the  French  Government.  Viet-Nam  had  limited 
domir:"°on  status  within  the  French  Union,  with  France  controlling  the  Viet- 
namese armed  forces  and  dictating  in  part  the  foreign  policy  of  Viet-Nam. 
France  also  secured  respect  for  her  economic  and  cultural  interests  in  Viet- 
Nam, 

Russia  greatly  embarrassed  the  French  government  in  February,  1950,  by 
recognizing  President  Ho's  government  in  Viet  Nam,  and  by  ignoring  the  Bao 
Dai  regime  set  up  by  France.   Britain  has  recognized  the  Bao  Dai  government. 

The  agreement  between  the  French  government  and  Bao  Dai  has  not  proved 
acceptable  to  the  followers  of  President  HOo   Since  the  end  of  hostilities 
in  China  the  Vietnamese  communist  forces  have  been  strengthened  by  recruits 
from  the  Chinese  army,  and  the  contest  between  the  French  troops  and  the  Viet 
Ninh  forces  has  reached  a  point  at  which  the  French  have  practically  lost 
control  of  the  country. 

Today  the  situation  in  Indo-China  resembles  that  of  Korea  in  June,  1950* 
The  communists  have  overrun  the  country „  The  question  arises,  will  the  United 
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Nations  be  asked  to  send  troops  to  Indo-China  to  restore  order? 
Burma 


Burma  is  no  longer  "the  easternmost  and  largest  province  of  British  India" 
as  it  was  typically  described  in  the  encyclopedia,   Since  1937^  when  a  new 
constitution  was  granted,  Burma  has  led  a  separate  existence  and  has  made 
progress  towards  self -gove3mment ,   The  constitution  of  1937  left  the  British 
Governor  responsible  for  such  matters  as  defence  and  foreign  affairs  while 
the  Burmese  legislature  looked  af+er  internal  affairs. 

The  study  of  European  history  in  Burmese  schools  and  at  the  university 
at  Eangoon  has  done  much  to  inspire  the  Burmese  student  to  take  an  active  part 
in  his  country's  political  life  and  to  enter  the  struggle  for  the  application 
of  democratic  and  nationalist  principles  ir  Burmese  governme^^t,   Burmese 
nationalists,  in  recent  years,  have  resented  any  Indian  interference  in  the 
domestic  affairs  of  Burma  and  have  looked  forward  to  the  time  when  they  would 
be  free  from  British  rule.. 

Certain  Burmese  leaders  found  in  V/orld  War  II  an  opportunity  to  expel  the 
British..,   To  this  end  they  raised  the  Burma  National  Army  which  assisted  the 
Japanese  in  their  invasion  of  Burma  in  19^2 ^   Later  this  same  army  fought  with 
the  Allies  in  19^5 ?  when  its  leader  had  discovered  that  liberation  from 
enlightened  British  control  meant  Japanese  domination  and  dictatorial  control. 
An  Ant i -Fascist  League  was  formed  in  Burma  whose  chief  aim  was  to  expel  the 
Japanese  and  establish  Bunmese  independence.   The  League  became  and  continues 
to  be  the  strongest  political  party  in  Burma.   It  was  originally  led  by 
General  Aung  San  who  had  given  assistance  to  the  Japanese  in  the  early  years 
of  the  war.  During  the  final  stages  of  World  War  II,  the  League  carried  on 
an  active  campaign  against  the  Japanese- 
Like  other  occupied  countries,  Burma  was  left  with  many  economic  and 
political  problems  by  the  defeated  enemy-.   Her  economy  had  been  seriously 
dislocated  by  the  war.   There  was  a  serious  shortage  of  clothing.   Food  was 
poorly  distributed  owing  to  the  disrupted  transport  system  which  had  been 
battered  by  R,AoF„  bombings..   Refugees  had  to  be  resettled.   Internal  finance 
problems  were  causing  disagreement  amongst  the  people.   In  May,  19^5^  the 
British  government  stated  that  they  were  prepared  to  sanction  a  new  constitu- 
tion to  be  drawn  up  by  represeritatives  of  the  Burma  people  which  would  give 
Burma  Dominion,  status,   Burmese  nationalists,  impatie^^t  with  any  procedures 
that  would  delay  their  independence,  persuaded  the  British  government  to  drop 
the  idea  of  Dominion  statiis  and  to  cut  short  the  process  by  which  Burma  was 
to  become  independent..   It  was  agreed  that  a  constituent  assembly  should  be 
elected  by  the  Burmese  people  to  draft  a  new  constitution  for  B  rma.   This 
election  took  place  in  April,  19^7?  and  resulted  in.  an  overwhelming  majority 
'for  the  Anti-Fascist  Leag\ae  still  led  by  Aung  San,   In  the  meantime  the 
Interim  Govemmen"*"  was  carried  on  by  the  British  Governor  and  a  body  of 
Burmese  ministers  know  as  the  Governor's  Executive  Council  of  which  Aung 
San  was  a  member.   In  July,  19^7 >  while  this  Executive  Council  was  in  session, 
six  armed  men  burst  into  the  Chamber  at  Eangoon  and  sprayed  the  Council  with 
sten-gu.n  bullets.   Six  ministers  were  killed  and  two  injured.   Amongst  the 
dead  was  Aung  San  whose  leadership  meant  much  to  the  new  constituent  assembly. 
The  murderers  were  not  identified. 


-  39  - 

The  Burma  Constituent  Assembly  held  its  first  meeting  on  June  10,  19^7, 
at  which  it  passed  a  resolution  staing  that  the  projected  constitution  "shall 
be  that  of  an  independent  sovereign  republic  to  be  known  as  the  Union  of 
Burma",   Thakin  Nu  replaced  Aung  San  to  form  a  new  government  and  to 
carry  on  the  policy  of  his  predecessor. 

Burma  left  the  British  Commonwealth  in  January,  19^8,  to  become  the  Union 
of  Burma,  an  independent  sovereign  republic.  The  political  unrest  which 
accompanied  tne  change  over  continues  to  overshadow  the  efforts  of  the  new 
government  to  restore  order  and  a  measure  of  prosperity  to  the  country. 

The  Burma  Independence  Bill  passed  by  the  British  parliament  in  19^7 
provided  for  the  complete  independence  of  Burma.   At  the  same  time  Britain 
agreed  to  send  a  naval,  military  and  air  force  mission  to  Burma  to  assist  in 
the  training  of  Burmese  forces.  A  commerce  treaty  was  also  provided  for  to 
protect.  British  commercial  interests. 

With  the  withdrawal  of  British  rule  Burma  has  fallen  apart.  Four 
political  revolts  have  rocked  the  country.   The  government,  early  in  19^9 >  had 
little  control  over  the  country  outside  the  capital  city  of  Eangoon.  These 
civil  wars  have  not  only  drained  the  treasury  but  they  have  also  disrupted 
the  economy  of  the  country,  seriously  reducing  the  exports  of  rice  and  teak, 
Burma's  chief  export  products. 

Three  of  the  revolts  were  staged  by  Communists  parties.  The  fourth  was 
made  by  the  Karens,  a  group  of  native  inhabitants  of  Burma  numbering  about 
one  and  a  half  millions,  who  sought  to  set  up  an  independent  and  sovereign 
Karenistan,  Although  this  revolt  was  not  supported  by  all  the  Karens,  it  invol- 
ved widespread  fighting  and  was  a  serious  threat  to  the  government. 

Thakin  Nu,  (Th.akin  is  a  Burmese  title)  who  succeeded  the  assassinated  Aung 
San  as  leader  of  the  Anti-Fascist  League  is  Burma's  prime  minister.  His  party 
has  included  all  of  the  Leftist  elements,  among  which  are  the  communists.  There 
has  been  little  unity  within  the  paroy  and  two  of  the  serious  revolts  have  been 
staged  by  communist  groups  that  have  broken  away  from  the  party,   Thakin  Nu 
commands  the  confidence  of  many  of  his  own  people  and  has  gained  some  internation- 
al respect.  His  government  is  in  dire  need  of  the  loans  granted  by  the  Common- 
wealth countries,  whose  hope  is  that  he  will  be  able  to  preservt:  a  non-Communist 
government.  There  is  some  speculation  in  certain  quarters  that  Burma  may  rejoin 
the  Commonwealth  in  order  to  share  the  benefits  of  a  closer  association  with 
Commonwealth  neighbours. 

Ceylon 


Ceylon  is  the  one  country  in  the  Far  East  that  has  acquired  its  independence 
without  internal  disturbances  and  bloodshed.  The  island  was  under  British  rule 
from  1796  to  I9U8.   In  19^7  the  Ceylon  Independence  Act  was  passed  by  the  British 
Parliament,  which  provided  for  the  formation  of  the  Dominion  of  Ceylon - 

The  new  Dominion  has  a  bicameral  parliament  comprising  a  First  Chamber  of 
101  members  and  a  Senate  of  30  members.   In  the  election  of  19^7  "the  communists 
won  20  of  the  95  elected  seats  in  the  First  Chamber.  The  United  Nationalist 
Party  led  by  Prime  Minister  Senanayake  won  the  election. 

The  population  of  7,000,000  contains  two  large  groups,  the  Singhalese,  who 
are  Buddhists  by  religion,  and  the  Tamils,  who  belong  to  the  Hindu  faith.  The 
presence  of  two  large  racial  groups  creates  a  language  problem.  Each  group 
wants  to  have  its  language  the  official  language  of  the  country.   Today  children 
are  taught  in  their  mother  tongue,  with  English  as  a  second  language,  in  the 


UO 


elementary  schools,  after  which  instruction  is  given  in  English. 

The  economy  of  Ceylon  is  based  on  Agriculture   The  exports  are  chiefly 
tea,  rubber  and  coconuts  from  which  80  per  cent  of  the  country's  income  is 
derived. 

NOTE   -   The  times  at  which  events  occured,  or  when  changes  or  decisions 

were  made,  are,  in  this  Bulletin,  referred  to  exactly  (as  for  example 
"Burma  left  the  British  Commonwealth  in  January,  1948").   This  may  help  the 
reader  to  see  that  the  occurrences  are  in  chronological  order.  The  student 
should  not  be  asked  to  memorize  the  actual  months,  but  merely  to  realize  the 
succession  of  the  occurrences  which  are  dated  in  this  way.  The  present  sit- 
uation in  each  of  the  countries  which  are  dealt  with  above  is  the  one  which 
should  be  understood;  it  is  not  necessary  to  memorize  for  reproduction  every 
thing  concerning  the  historical  backgrounds  of  such  current  situations,  unless 
specifically  mentioned  in  the  course  outline-- 
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